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FOREWORD 

This is the third voliime of Basic Sinhala, a course for 
the baginning student which is presented in three modules i 

I Beginning Signs and Letters 
U General Conversation 
III Sinhala Structures 

Many individuals and institutions, both here and in Sri Lanka, 
were instrumental in bringing this series of lessons to its present 
form. Acknowledgments are made in the foreword to the second 
module. General Conversation* 

This module is intended as a reference manual on Sinhala 
structures which will supplement and expand on the brief notes 
which appear in module II, General Conversation. At the present 
time most of the students for whom Basic Sinhala has been prepared 
begin the study of Sinhala after they arrive in Sri Lanka, The 
organization of language instruction there differs in some impor- 
tant ways from that at the Foreign Service Institute. Generally 
all aspects of course presentation and design are the responsi- 
bility of the classroom teacher. The teacher presents the struc-- 
tural analysis of the language to the students, writes and present; 
special materials as required by individual needs, and conducts 
the actual audio-^lingual instruction. The number of students 
involved in basic Sinhala courses at any given time is limited to 
a small official staff, but the specific goals and needs of the 
students, ranging from the language of agricultural development 
to that of cultural affairs to that necessary simply to answer 
the Embassy phones in the evening, are so disparate as to 
place demands on the classroom teacher way out of proportion to 
their numbers • This module has been revised in consultation 
with the classroom teachers at the Embassy with the following 
objectives in mindi (1) to simplify the task of presenting 
Sinhala structures in class and thereby to free the teacher for 
other work; (2) to enable the teacher to write additional mate- 
rials on new topics as required by student needs without construct- 
ing an entirely new course, and (3) to assist the student in 
assigned homework and review* 

Grammar is considered a dry topic by some and a fearsome 
one by many others* For either audience we hope these pages 
have been relieved somewhat by the pictures of other kinds of 
-'Sinhala structures" which Were generously provided to us by the 
Ceylon Tourist Board* 

Bonnie Graham MacDougall 
Ithaca, New York 
April 1979 
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I THE SOUND SYSTEM 

Sinhala has twenty-five consonants which are arranged below 
according to point and manner of articulation. 





liib • 


den , 


alv. ret. 


pal , 


vel 


Stops voiceless 


P 


t 


T 


c 


k 


voiced 


b 


d 


D 


j 


g 


pre=nasalized 


mb 


nd 


Sd 




V 

ng 


Spirants 


f 


s 




s 




Nasals 


m 


n 




n 





Liquids 1 

r 

Semivowels w 



The following vowels occur in Sinhala both short and long. 



1 u 
e ® o 

ae a 



1 
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As the chart on the preceding page should suggest, the 
sound system of Sinhala is not sharply divergent from that of 
English, In fact, many, if not most of the sounds in Sinhala 
can be identified with those in English without obstructing 
aommunication, although this should not be taken to mean that 
Sinhala speakers will regard the pronunciation as accentless. 

The similarities between the two languages notwithstanding, 
there are some areas of the Sinhala sound system which are not 
reminiscent of English and to which the learner will have to 
pay particular attention. They are treated below* 

1» The contrast between dental and retrof lex stops . 

The Sinhala dental stops /%/ and /d/ are articulated against 
the tooth ridge* The retroflex stops are articulated in a more 
retracted position* English t and are normally identified 
with the Sinhala retrofleK stops rather than with the dental ones* 
EKamples are abundant in numerous English loan words in Sinhala, 
Examples % 

BidtSdS Majestic (name of a Colombo theater) 

GdDcJ jetty 



mmeg hotel 
gM3 coats 

g^^SostJ Grandpass^ a municipal ward in 

Colombo 



2, The contrast between nasal + consonant and nasalized 

consonant . 

As the chart on the preceding page shows, Sinhala has 
four pre--nasaliied consonants (ffib, fid, Kd and lig) which contrast 
with the following consonant clusters i mb, nd, nD and ng* 
Examples of the contrast appear below, 

Q^Q^ Colombo Qm(SQ%B^B wooden stool 

5)2; tree trunk orfq hill 

gee circle MSq^ circle 
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Failure to master this contrast completej_y is not likely to 
result in er^arassing bloopers, since it appears that there are 
not a large number of paired wordK with highly d: vergent meanings 
which are distinguished in this wny. The contrast, however, often 
has grammatical significance. Singular and plu:.^al forms of the 
same word are sometimes distinguished in this wc.y: for example 
circle/circles above. 



3, The contrast between slni ^le and doubled consonants . 

In Sinhala most consonants occur hor.h singly and doubled 
in the middle of words between vowels. XUa only exceptions are 
the nasalized stops, /f/, /s/, /h/ and /r/ which occur only singly. 
The contrast occurs only medially. It does not appear either 
in word initial or in word final position, 

Mastry of this contrast is of great import.\:nce for the 
laarner. There are a large number of paired words which are dis- 
tinguished in this way, (An extensive list of axa nples appears 
in General Conversation pp. 5-7) , This contrast is important 
not simply because the list of words whiah show it is long, but 
also because those words occur with high frequenyy in conversation. 
Moreover, the contrast has grammatical significance. An adjectival 
verb form shows single /n/, for example^ whereas the infinitive 
form shows /nn/. Examples are given below. 



am going a^m to go 

mS^m drinking G&rfti to drink 



mm eating m^m to eat 

4 

Sinhala vowels and syllable - timed rhythm . 

English has a system of stresses which marks differences in 
word meanings ( insight , incite ) , and which also determines the qual-- 
ity of some vowels and times the rhythm of the sentence. In the 
English stress-^timed rhythm the time r^quir^-d to proceed from one 
main stress to another is roughly equal reg?? ^flless of the number of 
intervening syllables. Vowels in tho^ia r^yllcbles which intervene 
between primary stresses are likely to b<i "reduced". Sinhala 
does not have this system. Rhythm syllable timed, that is, 
syllables are roughly equal in lerr-rh. Vowels should be pronounced 
with "^full value", that is, as sp^jlled. For example, ©Serf, 'here", 
not , ©ra^c^SiB? 'stool' I not ^/?eSg3 , and so forth. 
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II THE GRAMMATICAL SYSTEM 
1, Nouns 

1.1, Introduction 

Many of the diBtinctions made in the Sinhala nominal 
system will seem logical and familiar to the speEirer of English, 
As in English, the noun is marked for nmnber^ that as either 
singular or plural ^ Nouns are also marked for deflniteness ^ 
a grammatioal category which is handled in English with preceding 
articles, i,e,, the book (definite) , a book (indefinite) , 

There are two broad categories of nouns in Sinhala, animate 
and inanimate * The former refers to people and animals and the 
latter includes all other nouns* Certain kinds of relationships 
between nouns and verbs are marked in Sinhala with case endings. 
Subjects of sentences are generally in the direct case^ an un^ 
marked form of the noun which is the one entered in dictionaries , 
Other case categories include the dative (the form for the indirect 
object) f genitive (the possessive form) and the Instrumental * 
Nouns in Sinhala can be categorized according to the form of the 
case endings, The basic division is between animate and inanimate 
nouns. Inanimate nouns ara further subdivided into four classes* 

1.2, Sample paradigms of Sinhala nouns 

The generaliiations which appear in 1,1 are illustrated 
below with representative forms. The inflected forms of the 
Sinhala noun are illustrated with five paradigms, each of which 
represents a major class of nouns, 

A, S^ri^oc^D the gentleman 

singular definite forms 

direct Bsd^scw the gentleman 

dative SmrfadaO to the gentleman 

genitive S^rfa^serf of the gentleman 

instrumental Salads gsdsT by the gentleman 
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dlract 
dative 



inatrianental 



direct 
dative 
genitive 
instrmnental 



singular in^ffinite forms 

plural forms 
Bm^f^di^Qd! 



a gentleman 
to a gentleman 
of a gentleman 
by a gentleman 

gentlemen 
to gentlemen 
of gentlemen 
by gentlemen 



direct 
dative 
genitive 
instriimental 



direct 
dative 
genitive 
instrumental 



the book 

singular definite forms 

singular indefinite forms 



the book 
to the book 
of the book 
by the book 

a book 
to a book 
of a book 
by a book 
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direct 
dative 
genitive 
instriunantal 

C* Sri the bus 



plural forms 



direct 
dative 
genitive 
instruinantal 



direct 
dative 
genitive 
instrumental 



direct 
dative 
genitive 
instrmnental 



singular definite forms 
singular Indefinite forms 



plural forms 



S)tJ0(3 



books 
to books 
of books 
by books 



the bus 
to the bus 
of the bus 
by the bus 

a bus 
to a bus 
of a bus 
by a bus 

busses 
to busses 
of busses 
by busses 
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D. OTfOG(J the hotel (sometimes also spelled QtsiOQa^^ 
the base for the indefinite forms — see below.) 

singular definite forms 

dirsGt GffifOe^ the hotel 

dative GrofOe^O to the hotel 

genitive G^fOeJ of the hotel 

instrumental GmfOmQ^ by the hotel 

singular indefinite forms 

direct QmJOQaa a hotel 

dative QmJDQamO to a hotel 

genitive ©sfOQcaS) of a hotel 

instrumental ©ssOcdS^ by a hotel 

plural forms 

direct QmSDg hotels 

dative mmfOgQ^.O to hotels 

genitive 3®J0^Bc of hotels 

instrumental GesfO^Bgrf by hotels 

E, em^d house 

singular definite form s 

direct ©mqd the house 

dative GoqdO to the house 

genitive erad;d of the house 

instrumental ©coqS^ by the house 
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direct 
dative 
genitive 



singular indefi nite forms 

em^drf a house 

©ffl^dfflO to a house 

gfflqds of a house 



instrumental mmdBa by a house 



direct 
dative 



plural fogna 

sffiqdB^ houses 

emqdO^eO to houses 

erae^dOdBe of houses 



genitive 

instrumental GraqdOrfBeJ^ by houses 

The noun forms given above ai'e representative ones, that Is, the 
rest of the nouns In Sinhala are declined like one o£ those given 
above. All animate nouns show endings like * the gentleman r m 
paradigm A. As for Inanimate nouns, in order to know which one 
of the remaining classes a particular noun belongs to, one must 
know the direct definite singular form and the genitive definite 
singular form. These forms vary according to class. In order 
to predict all the forms of a particular noun, one must know 
theSe two forms and the direct plural form as well. Directions 
for foming other forms from these basic ones are given below. 

1.21 A nouns: nouns declined like BmaaM 'the gentleman ' 

Nouns belonging to the class illustrated by Sorfttcas, 
•the gentleman', are all animate nouns. The following are 
examples of nouns which belong to this particular class. 

Ssdocij the gentleman 

fflom the younger sister 

{J §33 the mother 

3803 the man 
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Important charaGtsristlcs of A nouns 

a. The genitive case ending is 

b. The instriunental case ending is e®^ 

Examples of A nouns in sentences 
BmiSmc^ pp6Q casEb* The gentleman is going to Kandy, 

^§8^ ©M(gffl grf^^. Mother lives in Colombo. 

mtSm qf3iflg0B OzQ mdm^ ^ Father works for the government* 

efSSb©^ Cp3ca3 o^qd mm* Mother ^ s alder brother went home. 



Further information on the formation of A noun case forms appears 
in 1,3. 



1*22 B nouns ; nouns declined like ©eaa 'the book'. 

This class of inanimate nouns is the most important one 
because it has the largest membership* One can usually assume that 
a noun ending in ^ belongs to class B. EKampless 

the road 
QomQ Sri Lanka 

c^QBSmQ America 

the winnowing basket 
e3§aB the lamp 

^0 the mouth 

Important characteristics of B nouns 

a. The direct definite singular ends in ^ 

b* The genitive definite singular ends in 

c. The instrimental definite singular ends in firf 
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Examples of B nouns in santences i 

@m^mc3i ^3©S qpG83s»0Orf. The gentleman came from America , 

8® QGgG^ QomeB* 1 ^as born in Sri Lanka , 

gS m6 otSwiS g3d0. This road goes to Kandy. 

1.23 C nouns i nouns declined like 3cJ tm ' the bus ' , 

Nouns which belong to this class end in to , Many words 
from English have been borrowed into Sinhala as class C nouns. 
The following Sinhala nouns belong to class Ci 

m^d the car 

®Og©|rrf the telephone 

©^GOf m the photo 

SfS to the elevator 

rtant characteristics of C nouns 



a. The direct definite singular form ends In to^ 

b. The plural direct form can be formed from the direct definite 
singular form by removing to , EKamplas 

StJ singular direct definite form 

S)d plural direct 

c. The instrumental definite singular ends in z^em^ Example i 
Sd €)3^^ by the bus 

dt The genitive definite singular ends in Example i 
8)tS tmS of the bus 
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Examples of C nouns in saiitences 
^ i)m)a am qqM Can (you) go b£ bus? 

GSfS ma BmamO^ there a flashlight ? 

SaD^^c33 3^8 MM SmamO^ ^? Do you have a ticket , sir? 

1.24 D nouns I nouns declined like otJO©^ 'the hotel' 

Important chmracteristlcs of D nouns 

The direct definite singular form and the genitive definite 
singular form of D nouns end in 0 , The dictionary entry form 
given in () below is generally spelled with ^flpcs ^ however, 

Cd^Gfi (ad^dea) the answer 

mmg (^Qa) the time, period 

^8©cJ (Gic3c5) the table 

Examples of D nouns in sentences 

^8 flaeB 0(sJOGff tf . We came from the hotel . 

gcs^qB Siom moQQ oig ^dO ^ paddy cutting time , women take 

miB ©(DS(^aBD . food to the field. 



1.25 E nouns t nouns declined like efflqd 'the house ' 

In the direct definite singular^ all E nouns end in ^. 
The following Sinhala nouns belong to class E: 

mq6 the house 

ems^ Colombo 

the middle 

eoB^ the afternoon 
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Important characteristics of E nouns 

a. The direat definite singular and the genitive definite sin-* 
gular forms end in ^ * 

b. The instrumental definite singular ends in 

a. The class has a very limited membership. Most nouns with 
direct case endings in belong to class B* 

EKamples of E nouns in sentenceB 

BmdSr5)a^ ©mqd grfsEb q? is the gentleman in the house ? 

mmO ®S em &^Q cawBs. 1 am going to Coloj^o tomorrow. 



THE RUVANVELI DAGABA FROM A DISTANCE WITH THE JETAVANARW4AYA 
DAGABA (3rd CENTURY A,D.) TO THE RIGHT, FOREGROUND, THE NUWARA 
WEWA, THE LARGEST TANK IN ^URADHAPURA (3000 ACRES), 

1. 3 The caseB 

1, 31 The direct case 

Direct case forms may be singular indefinite^ singular defi- 
nite or plural. Thus, 'the book', GeM5)rf, 'a book', and 
0C33^, •books', are all direct case forms. 




15 

20 



Sinhala Structures 



Subjects of verbs are In the direct case. For examplei 
mdg Bmam^. There is a road. 



BB g^m€ gOd, live in Kai 

mti)B^ grfqc^jBO c^mB^^ Father is going to India. 

g^^Mr cp3©8 qmBdmeQ^, The gentleman came from America, 

Direct objects of verba are also usually in the direct ease. 

c9^^0c53 §g§ flDs)Eb . The gentleman sends letters . 

®cfi^fo)d3 09®^ £>D5)Eb. The gentleman is sending a letter, 

8^tfoc33 ^aS ODtoDs . The gentleman is sending the l etter , 



The direct definite singular foiro is the one a Sinhala gives 
when asked for the translation of an English word. It is also 
the form entered in dictionaries. 



1,32 The dative case 

The dative case ending is 0 . Dative case forms may be 
singular definite^ singular indefinite or plural* The dative 
case in Sinhala most often translates the English 'to somewhere, 
something or someone * ' Thus , a dative case form is equa table 
with what is sometimes called the indirect object* Examples i 

88 ^(BBBmQD eSSiOa* 1 am going ^ America . 

BB ^6 G)30 St5j. I went ^ that village . 

BB ScfflO o^Q grf^a . I gave money to younger brother , 

98 mBmO csoDd . I am going to a village . 

8® Gtf^BffO dS)D3. I am going to the chenas . 

1.321 Use 

Sometimes dative case forma translate into English as in- 
direct objects / as in the examples above. Sometimes they equate 
with other structures # as in the examples below. 
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For inetance, with the verb 
dative oase^ iKaL^plesi 



•want-, the actor is in the 



BO dmQ tma miSm Bm* 



£ want to go to America. 

£ want to get a tioket* 

^he gentleman wants to drink tea. 



The aotors in eentences with gaOg »can* and g, 'aannot' are 
also m the dative case. Examples s 



§0 SoSQ mmm6^m ggOS. 



£ can speak Sinhala* 

can read English. 
The gentleman can drive cars. 
Younger brother can go to India* 
I cannot speak Sinhala. 
The gentleman cannot work. 
Younger sister cannot go to America. 



dative ^case toxm is used in construction with the verbs 
gSs)D3 and ©gcjpdQ) ' be S to produce the meaning •have' or 'have to' 
" las % 



I have money (lit.^ there is money 
to me . ) . 



The gentleman has a dog (llt.^ there 
IS a dog to the gantlemanj . 



With a dependent infinitive S©c^a^ takes on the meaning 'have to' 
"""^"lesi 



I have to go home 

I have to go by car. 

I have to buy rice. 

The gentleman has to work. 



®0 (tcnqd o^m mQom^ * 
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1.322 Formation of dative gasa forms 

In tha singular definite^ tha dative case ending is added 
to tha diraot definite singular form. Thus^ eoqd + 0 = ©^qdO 

d + 0 ^ csdO , + 0 = jgoaO. 

This rule applies to both animata and inanimate nouns* Tha 
formula for forming the dative indefinite singular for inanimate 
nouns is direct indefinite singular form + cp + 0. 

For animate nouns tha formula is: direct indefinite singular 
form + c + 0. 

Examples : 

G(S)q6d a house ©Oc^daiD to a house 

a road e^daO to a road 

S(J©e^ a dog 3^eg^0 to a dog 

SSeffirif a man SS©®^0 to a man 



In the plural the dative case ending is added to the plural stem. 
For inanimate nouns the plural stem is identical with the genitive 
plural (see 1.3323) . For example^ ^qBqBq + 0 = 4qDqD(;0 
' to the vegetables ' ; mqdQgQQ + B = ©©qdD^OeO ' to tlie houses ■ • 
You can look at the formation of the dativa plural of inanimate 
nouns in another way: the ending BqO is added to the direct 
plural form. Thus^ eraqdp^ + QqD * ©©qdOJSoO 'to the 

houses S and so forth. 

With animate nouns ^ the dative case ending is also added to the 
plural stem. If the direct plural foCTa ends in # the plural 
stem is identical with the direct plural. Thus: 

plural stem dative plural 

g)oSc33 soSgaO to the younger sisters 

3ggQ3 B^QQiO to the younger brothers 

If the direct plural form of an animate noun ends in B , the stem 
ends in . If it ends in q , the stem ends in , 

Look at the examples below* 
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direat plural plural stem plural dative 

BmdSqdi gentlemen ' Sfflriqde^ Bm^^di^D 

^i^qqJ chiakens ^^C^ ^^C^Q 

Qm^QQi boys ©sd^C^ (sm^^Q^O 

QgQQj dogs S^Q^O 

qdrnm^^Qj those people ^de^^grf ^d^m^QtSD 



The rules above will generate dative forms of all daises* Review 

the sample paradigms and look at the dative case forms which 
appear. 

1,33 The genitive case 

1.331 Use 

Nouns in the genitive case often show possession. Examples i 

8®^ ©wa. ^ book. 

moamea gQ, Father's daughter. 

S^tfacJDGcS dcJttaD. The gantlemen - s job* 

et33 3tf S)0dc5. The cover o£ the book . 

Qg)q(5 ©qad. The door of the house . 

In some instances they show location and translate the English 
'on or in something' * Examples i 

BB D|S m6iS&€ gpag^gB . j ^ork in the goverrment . 

ScDtfs)^ BiQ ©drfezJ QmfOog m gentleman works in^ the hotel . 

as QgQa 0m^6m p X live ^ a house . 

1.332 Formation of genitive case foCTis 

Definite singular forms of the genitive must be memorized. 
For some classes of nouns they are predictable from the direct 
singular form^ and for other classes they are not* 
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Genitive definite singular forms . 

In the genitive definite singular, class A nouns take the ending 

* This ending is added to the direct definite singular form. 
Examples s 

direct definite singular genitive definite singular 

Seorfac^ gentleman Barfoc^j©^ 

gS daughter ^Q^a 

ism younger sister mS^a 

For nouns ending in q. one eannot determine the class by looking 
at the direct definite singular. Both B and 1 nouns have direct 
definite singular forma in qp . if the noun la clasa 1 like Qmc6 
'houses the genitive definite singular fom is identical with 
the direct. If the noun is class B like fs^m 'the bookS the 
genitive definite singular ends in O , i^m., ©oserf* 

For class C nouna like c&tfd© 'the bus', the genitive definite 
singular form is predictable. It ends in ^ , i.e., acj tedl , 

If the noun is claaa D like ©sJOg^ 'the hotel % the ganitive 
definite singular form is also predictable. It ia identical 
with the direct. 

1*3322 Ganitive indefinite singular forma 

For Inanimate nouns the formula is indefinite direct form plus ^* 

direct indefinite genitive indefinite 

(smma a book G^mm of a book 

q^OqqeS a hotel mmfOQcdm of a hotel 

<smq6S a house mm^dm of a house 

a road ^^g^ of a road 

The formula for the genitive indefinite form of animate nouns is 
indefinite direct form + qq^ . EKampless 

direct indefinite genitive indefinite 

S^GQrf a dog ^ - 

■ ^ ScJee^edf of a dog 

GmaeQa a boy ^mg&m^a of a boy 
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1.3323 Genitive plural forms 

The formula for genitive plural forms of inanimate 
nouns is direct plural form + O3 . EKaroplesi 

direct pliiral genitive plural 

©qBq vegetables SeBflScS vegetables 

Gffi^dQ^ houses eoqdO^C ^f houses 

©tf^ chenaa ©tf^Bg of chenas 



The formula for the genitive plural of animate nouns is plural 
stem (of. 1,32) + . Sometimes the plural stem is identical 

with the direct plural (see 1.32), For instance ^ in the case of 
direct plurals ending in 33 1 

direct plural plural stem plural genitive 

m^Qi younger sisters ©©833 2)08(33 

?3c3C3 older brothers qB^^ qBc^^^a 

Often however / the plural stem is not identical with any case form. 
For examples 

direct plural plural stem plural genitive 

Bwa^6l gentlemen Bma^diiS Smrfqderfetf 

atfse^ dogs S^Qrf ^^QtSea 

Qm^Q^ boys em^Qa ©^(Js^od 



With c and S plurals y note above in 1,32 that the formula for 
the plural stem is direct plural fonn^ minus the final vowel plus 
either csT or 5^ . If the direct plural ends in c , add 
for the etemi if it ends in S , add qp^ . 

1,34 The instrianental case 
1,341 Use 

Instrumental case forms are generally translated into English as 
•by^ with or from something, ' Appropriate translations vary. 
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®® ggifSgg^^ 8^3* I went b£ train , 

e8 SgBg?? t59®drf 3©^, Some of these goods are mine. 

fic33 ^3 ©6 ^©93^GBrf# He came from America . 

1, 342 Formation of instrumental case forms ^ 

1.3421 Instrumental definite singular forms . 

For inanimate nouns the instrumental forms end in either grf or 
Examples t 

definite singular: direct instrumental 



Class B nouns ©od® book ©oaessT 

Class C nouns car s^aS tmm€ 

Class D nouns (sBmS table ©8©^^ 

Class E nouns GG)qd house ©ciqB^ 

Look back at the sample paradigms given above in 1-2, 

The formula for the instrumental definite singular form of animate 
nouns is direct definite singular form, plus ggd^ , EKamples: 

direct Instrumental 

Sc^3 he fic33®cnrf 

©©(Jc girl Qm^Q(S(S)^ 
1,3422 Instrumental indefinite singular forms , 

For inanimate nouns the formula is direct indefinite singular form 
plus 9^ * Examples: 

Indefinite singular : direct instrumental 

©t33®^ a book GODsSrf 

©mqdsf a house ©fflqdSrf 

For animate nouns the formula is direct indefinite singular form 
plus C(sa)€ , Examples: 
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direct Indefinite singular instrumental indefinite singu lar 



aess? a son -.^ gsc^sroz 

Qsm a daughter gsB^ecDsr 

1.3423 Instrumental plural forms 

With inanimate nouns the formul^ f or the instrumental 
plural IS plural direct form + F)^a . Exkmplesi 

dire^ plural inatrumental plural 

©raqdD^ houses / ©oj^dB^Ogsf 

Goi^ books 



GtfS chenas 



The formula for the instrumental plural of animate nouns is plural 
stem + GCDrf . Examples I 

direct plural plural stem Instrumental plural 

Sotfqdz gentlemen M^6ia am^qdj^em^ 

mmQ, younger sisters mm^ moBema^a 

1.4 Definite and indefinite forms of the noun 

mu ,D;!infteness and indef initeness are marked only in the singular 
The definite forms such as wd, 'roadS m fio 'bus', and srac 

plow', may be translated as 'road, bus, plow' or 'the road, the 
bus, the plow'. Indefinite forms such as eadrf , Stj fiarf , and 
fflcjcsf , are best translated as 'a road, a bus, a 



Low' 



The direct indefinite of inanimate nouns ends in cf^ . Examples 

direct indefinite form 

©raqdiS a house 

mSd a village 

dOt^ a country 

The direct indefinite of animate nouns ends in Srf , Examples: 
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direct indefinite form 
Siim^ a dog 

gea^ a son 

Pormul^for the formation of all definite and indefinite case 
roritis have appeared in 1 . 3 . 

1.5 Animate and inanimate nouns ; agreement 

previously noted in 1.2, animate nouns are declined 
differently than those which are inanimate. There are also 
differences m agreement, some of which are given below. 

1.51 SecJaQa and g^mth 'be'. 
Examples : 

BrfSCJ grsfwB,. There are younger brothers. 

aa5 SGamOi. There are cars. 

The verbs SGdsB, and g^aBj both mean 'be'. Forms of the verb 
mmamO) may only be used with subjects which are inanimate 
gmO} is used only with animate subjects. 

1.52 Animate and inanimate nouns and guantlty . 

There are animate numerals and inanimate numerals. Animate 
numerals either modify or are substituted for animate nouns. 
Inanimate nume.rals either modify or are substituted for inanimate 
nouns , Examples : 

Sffltf^dz ^ gqea^ ©rfaE^. There are three gentlemen. 

m5 ^arf SseaoBs. There are three cars. 

M S^^Bs. There are three (animate) 

3E£^®=^^S^- There are three (inanimate). 
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ScDsTssarf a gentleman ©cnqdd a house 

Sffirfqdi QC^Qwa 2 gentlemen gaqdS^ s^m^ 2 houses 

SmoTqcSj qsTsqea^ 3 gentlemen smdQg i^ma 3 houses 

So^^dE mm6 s^oma 4 gentlemen ©raqde^ aod^ 4 houses 

Sffirfqdi eqearif 5 gentlemen eraqdSd 5 houses 

B^acidi mc5 m^ma 6 gentlemen ernqdStf ffla^ 6 houses 

er niMneral forms appear in 6 . 
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2, Verbs 

2.1 Basic classes * Sinhala verbs fall into three main classes i 

1, Verbs with a etam vowel?* Example i s)ow^ 'cut' 

2. Verbs with a etem vowel Example i BiGDmO^ 'fall' 

3* Verbs with a stem vowel®* EKamplei S^^^ 'bind' 

The verb foms given above are simple present tense foms. The 
simple present tense fOCTi is the one entered in most Sinhala 
dictionaries . 

The formula for the stem of a Sinhala verb is simple present tense 
form minus oDs . The vowel on the end of this stem is called the 
stem vowel , For most verbs all forms are predictable once the 
stem vowel is known although there is a small list of "irregular 
verbs" (which regrettably for the learner are those of highest 
frequency) . The first vowel in the stem is called the root vowel . 
Make a note of the stem and root vowels in the verb forms given ^ 
above . 

2, 2 Present tense forms 

2.21 The simple present tense or sOd form . Examples i 

88 Mqd amO^ ■ I am going home* 

G)(J mmdd Beomih , There are four stones* 

8^5 sBmO flaEb * Younger brother i£ coming in this 

direction* 

qpSSb ad fiea^D^ . Mother cooks rice* 

(StSQSiQg Bm^mt^o B^Q m^^mB^ * The schoolmaster teaches Sinhala. 

2*22 The emphatic present tense or form* 

88 cjtfg^ eraqd* It is home that I ^ going * 

88 5)^0^ 8cJ. It is meat that I am eating . 

orfgrf (smm^ q? Where are (you) going ? 

g)dtfgrf Q^mB^ What are (you) doing ? 
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Both the 5)8^ and the sTg^ forms are present tense forms. Usually 
the use of the form means that some item other than the verb 

in the sentence is singled out for emphasis. Examples^ 

a, s)^©eJdzD cpOO aBw^ , The office opens at 8:00. 

b. arfcrafd^D cfSrfGtf ^00. It is at 8i00 that the office 

opens. 

a, £)c33 sBc3 qpseg d^Ca. He is coming back in the evening. 

b* flcJs i)^m^ ©Da. It is in the evening that he is 

coming back. 

In the "b" sentences above/ the words qfOO and ©Da are singled 
out for emphasis. In the '*a" sentences no particular item is 
singled out for emphasis. 

2.2 3 The question marker and present tense forms 

The question marker q may follow the oBp form of the verb. 
Examples : 

S^daco? ©Qqd G3S)fS3 Is the gentleman going home? 

Bii6 ®93S)B3 q? Are (you) drinking water? 

fj^3 Bmawd^ q? Is there money? 

But the question mark ^ never follows the form of the verb. 

It always goes after suum other item in the sentence^ usually the 
emphasised one* Examples? 

t)c3D ©CD<^d Q^Qw! fflBc5 q? Is it in the evening that he is 

coming home? 

m^QUifdiQ Bm^m^ qpDG q? Is it at 8i00 that the office 

closes? 

fic33 G®3^Grf Sqd q? Is it water that he is drinking? 
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2.24 Negatives with the present tense , 
2 . 24 1 The negative of sDa . ~ 



Affirmative 
Negative 



88 ©SsaDa, 
88 003^0^ mi. 



I drink. 

I don't drink, 



Affirmative 
Negative 

Affirmative 
Negative 

Affirmative 
Negative 



8arfaco3 casf©^ mi. 

88 3rfad m^G^ 

89 D^S ad^Eb . 

98 DjO adrif®?? 3)2 , 



The gentleman goes. 

The gentleman dojsn't go 

I eat eggs , 

I don't eat eggs. 

I work. 

I don't work. 



The formula for negating the 5583 form is ^©rf form + . Two 

exceptions are the verbs S^caaDa 'be' (inanimate) and grf^Dj 'be' 
(animate) * Their negative forms are simply mi. 



2 •242 Negating emphatic sentenoes with ot©83 'is not' 



Affirmative 
Negative 

Affirmative 
Negative 

Affirmative 
Negative 

Affirmative 
Negative 



38 drforf ffl^SO, 



98 mmi}Q 
©5) ©83. 



88 g^G^ 
^©8ofi»GS, 
99 g^©!J 

^©8S^®B GS)©93. 

88 eSarferf B^d. 

88 Q®3^(trf 3^d 
©a ©83 * 

99 miSQ^ Srifadi 
99 m^m^ Bd!m6 



It is to the etor© that I am 
going. 

It is not to the store that I 
am going. 

I live in America. 

It is not in America that I live, 

It is water that I drink. 

It is not water that I drink. 

It is eggs that I eat. 

It is not eggs that I eat. 
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In emphatic . sentences such as the ones above, the item singled out 
for emphasis follows the verb. This type of sentence is negated 
by adding ea©®3 , ' is not/are not', after the emphasized item. 

2.25 Negatlye / interrogative sentences . 

Sentences with mmsBa, 'is not/are not' may be made interrogative 
by adding the question marker q in sentence final position. 
Sentences vrLth m such as those in 2.241 are also negated with 
the question marker q . ai plus q becomes mi^q , Examples; 

SorfacJj c^sa m* The gentleman doesn't go. 

?)ffirfrac33 asfed »r4Q? Doesn't the gentleman go? 

88 SjB ffldjJGJf wt. 1 don't work. 

88 QiQ sd^sif J5?j^q? Don't I work? 

2.26 Present forms with question words . 

Question words such as GSaos? , 'what ' ,®®38)B3 , 'what', ©sastf , where', 
and others occur in sentences with the ri"©^ form of the verb. With 
the exception of , 'why', which stands alone, these words are 

immediately followed by the question marker q . Examples: 

®rajfoci3 am-^ smsmB q? How are you going, sir? 

@mfm 8s5rfrocJ3 sds?©^ G&mOs q? What are you doing, madam? 

0S)O ScJST©* sBiBi^c, (=-mB)ma q)? What do you call that? 

Bw^mm flog Sarfsrf ©Sboq? Why do you sing, sir? 

(fi8 essTssT, Sotfracia? Why are you going, sir? 

mm^m Smdota Gmm^ q grfe^? Where are you living, madam? 

When present verbs in the negative occur in construction with 
question words they take the shape form plus sii^Gsf, 

Examples i 

<?e3 GJ^srf mia&a7/aama miama Why don't you go? 
®85S)q? 

mBAwEti q ffld^sBT mimal What aren't you doing? 
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2,27 The amphatlc negative form 

The ^(trf form plus \^hich has appeared above with question 

words is an amphatic negative form of the verb* Compares 



©9 carferf sctSo. 



It is to the store that I am 
going. 



S® d^©^ We^gS 5)©S0 It is not to the store that I 

am going. 

maeuidiQ c^Sa^a ^00, it is at 81OO that the office 

opens, 

mgQnfdit) qS^oa miSQa epOO. it is not at 81 00 that the office 

opens* 

See section 2.242 for sentences which although different in 
structure from those above are roughly similar in meaning, 

2*28 Rapid speech forms 

Before a following Wi and some other negative forms based on it 
such as mtdfmdf , the rf©^ form of the verb becomes in rapid speech. 
Examples: 

Optimal signal Stw D^S mdmQg mi. He doesn't work* 

Rapid speech OiS m6€ mi» He doesn't work* 

form 



Optimal signal tim drfe^ mi^ma m^m^7 Why doesn't he go? 

Rapid speech 61^ arf mi^&df ©^wq? Why doesn't he go? 

form 
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2. 29 This thing is mine ./ That is a loaf of bread . Equational 
sentences* 

Sentences of the form x is y lack verbs in Sinhala, Examples* 

G§s) S©d* This thing is mine. 

^6 ^€ ©ffiSdrf. That is a loaf of bread, 

m6 ©a ^Qrf, The car is new. 

mBt3Q Gm^ ma q? Is the shirt a good one? 
2.291 Negation 

When the word in the "y" slot is an adjective, it is negated 
with ^^'^z , Examples: 

m5 qgrf wi. The car is not new, 

QiQ GgB The work is not easy. 

When the word in the "y" slot is a noun or pronoun, it Is negated 
with GmQBQ . Examples, 

£352* ©OTSc5§f G^©®3, That is not a loaf of bread, 

niBt5a em^ fio^ g^g33. The shirt is not a good one, 

©§a B®^ This thing is not mine, 

2 • 3 The present verbal adjective or m form 
2,31 Use of the ^ form 

The m form precedes the noun it modifies. EKampless 

am SScJg Going men (or men who are going) 

mm paddy cutting time, 

Sosc QQQ2ag)3fa qB3. sinhala learning children (or 

children who are learning Sinhala) 

©8 BaBw ©eao) The book I am reading . 
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^3^QD m6m DeS, The work which the government is 

doing* 

Note that constructions with the present- verbal adjective often 
equate with English relative clauses. 

2.32 Formation of the m ioxm 

The m form is made up of the verb stem + m . Examples: 
simple present form verb stem m form 





go 


C3 ^ 


cm 




drink 








cut 


SO 


S)OS) 




fry 


a? - 





2*33 Forms based on the present verbal adjective 
2-331 The GsaO , *whenS form* 
2-3311 Use * 

The &mQ form is used to convey the meaning 'When (I) am doing 
something. ' The action in the emO clause is simultaneous with 
the action in the main clause. Examples 1 

BB ^^2® a^^asO, od!^6 I read the papers when 1 am 

SosDaBa* eating breakfast* 

BB wmQmB^ Boq Sc5S^# when I bathe^ I sing, 

2. 3312 Formation of the mmQ form * 

The emQ form is made up of the present verbal adjective plus ©saO, 
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present verbal adiectlve 



go 

drink 

cut 

fry 



mmO f onn 



2.332 The 'till' form. 



2.3321 Use 



The form is uBed to convay the meaning 'until such an action 
happens* ' ExampleB. 



I'll work until (it becomes) SiOOr 
if you like. 

Stay till the gentleman comes. 

He isn't coming till I finish the 
work. 



2.3322 Formation of the ml form . 

The '^sf form is made up of the present verbal adjective plus 
Examples i 



^rf form 



present verbal adiectlve 
aim 

2.3333 Stylistic variation 

There is a ©rf form which is a variant of the Si€ form. 
Sc^ fi©S)^, Walt till he comes. 



become 
go 

come 
do 



Example I 
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2. 333 The present verbal adjective with Stsa , ' because ' * 

2.3331 Use 

The present verbal adjective occurs in construction with §ta, 
'because S and has the meaning 'because (subject) does such and 
such, ' Examples: 

£)c53 BiQ od® , Because he is working. 

3®rfac53 cas) ScM . Because the gentleman is going, 

8® C©^ G>iB ^s) mm. Because I am eating breakfast. 

38 epsg QBm Stta , qi^ ^'Sm 3^. I can't go now because I am measuring 

the rice. 

®S So^c Q©ffls©rfis Boj s €^6 I can't come now because I am 
©25?© ®2. Studying Sinhala, 

2.3332 Related negative forms 

The negative adpeotlval form is ©jS , Negative present verbs which 
appear before §)C33 take the form sT©^ form plus m& . EKamples: 



89 am Stt5« 

88 ea:^©^ sjjB mm « 

88 Bmm Stsa . 

88 Bm^s^ wiB wtA> 



Because I am going. 

Because I am not going. 

Because I am measuring the rice. 

Because I am not measuring the rice. 



2,3333 Dialect and stylistic variation 

Another word meaning 'because' IsSrfqa, It occurs in the same 
types of constructions as Sto . 

2 . 4 Past tense forms 

2.41 The simple past tense form 

Present 83 QiQ mdrnO^ * I work 

Past BB QiQ ©fi)dz^ . I worked 
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Present 93 g^mm^^mB^* I am learning Sinhala. 

Past BB Smq QGGDSCD^aa . I learned Sinhala* 

The simple past tense form of the verb eKpresses completed action. 
It fills slots which are similar to those filled by the simple 
present tense ^ or s)£)3 form^ i.e^^ it usually goes at the end of 
a sentence and it may be followed by the question marker q * 

2.42 The emphatic past tense form 

Emphatic present BB It is meat that I am eating. 

Emphatic past 99 mzG^ ©tJ, It was meat that I ate. 



latic present o^qiS mmm^ q? Where are you going? 
Emphatic past Sgc5 esaetf q? Where did you go? 

The emphatic past tense form also expresses completed action. 
Like the emphatic present form, it is used when some item other 
than the verb in the sentence is singled out for emphasis. It is 
also used with question words. It is not followed directly by 
the question marker q . 

2,43 Predicting the simple past tense form from the 2)03 form. 

Step X% Remove the 5)03 suffix. This leaves the verb stem. 
For example: 



present tense 


form 


verb s 




cut 


mo- 




break 




©fi)3 OffiE^ 


pound 






get cut 






get broken 






fall 
40 
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simple praaent tense ioxm verb stem 

S^fflDs bind S^- 

S)S®83 fry ©5- 



Step 2 


2 If the root vowel 


la 




change 


it to 






If the root vowel 


Is 




Ghange 


it to 






If the root vowel 


is 


a 


change 


it to 


e 




If the root vowel 


is 


8 


change 


it to 


a 




If the root vowel 


is 


c 


change 


it to 


9 




If the root vowel 


la 




change 


it to 


a 


If the 


root vowel is m , 


. c 


9 


^ 9 g , 


or d 


, do not change 



it. For example I 



basic stem 




altered stem 


mo' 


cut 






break 






get cut 






pound 






wash 




id- 


bark 




mm- 


scrateh 





Step 3^1 Look at the stem vowel # If the stem vowel is , 
rMiove it and add ^ Verbs with stem vowel are class 1 verbs* 
If the stem vowel is 4 , remove it and add c» , Verbs with stmn 
vowel d are class 2 verbs* If the stem vowel is g , remove it^ 
dottle the preceding consonant and add q% » Verbs with stem vowel 
g are class 3 verbs* Examples: 

simple present tense form simple past tense form 

1* ©esa cut biqE^ 

GiQm Da break mi^B^ 

QmOmO^ pound ©®Q& 
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simple present tense form limple past tense form 



2. 



3. 





bark 






wash 






get cut 






fall 






fry 






clln^ 






gat up 






mamsura 





2*44 Irregular past tsnae verb forms 

There is a small list of verbs for which soine forms are 
irregular* Below is a list of high frequency verbs with 
irregular past tensa footis* 



simple prasent tense 


1 form 


simple past 




be (animate) 






be (inanimate} 






become 






do 






give 




SI 1^5) Da 


get 






go 






come 






bring 






eat 






drink 






put, place 
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fimpla present tense form 



bathe 
smear 
plow 



simple past tense form 



2*45 Predicting the emphatla past tens a form from tha a^pla past 
tensa fom ~ ^ — — 

The formula for dariving the amphatic past tanse fonn from 
the simple past form imi raplaca final qpa with 0* Examples s 

simple past foann 

0S)dgE)3 do 

be 

s)egB3 cut 
s)eQB3 break 



latxc past fom 
2t 46 Negative and intarrogative pae t tense forms 



Tha negative and intarrogative forms of the simple and amphatio 
past parallel those of tha present. Thasa forms are illustrated 
below* 



simple ®aDrfac53 ^00 q^i&. 

emphatic ©^rf^cas ^3 ©6 q.DD, 

simple/ BmdSmm qpOD qp3©B mi* 
nag, 

emphatic/ Bmimati ^5®B mi^Qd c^DO, 
neg. 

simple/? 8^rf5)e33 cpOO qpa^ q? 
emphatic/? ®©^®c3D ?s©S qfOO q? 



The gentleman cama at 8:00. 

It was at 81 00 that tha gentleman 
came. 

The gentleman didn't coma at 8:00. 

It wasn't at 8iOO that the gentle- 
man Game. 

Did the gentleman come at 81 00? 

Was it at 81OO that the gentleman 
came? 
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simple/ ®S)rfo)c53 qfOO qfaeS Didn't the gentleman come at 81OO? 

nag,/? mi^^ 

emphatic/ BmSmd^ qfj®§ mi&&^ Wasn't it at 81 00 that the gentleman 

neg./? ^QQ q? came? 

2.47 Dialect variation 

Alternant past tenea forms of three common varbs appear below. 

simple present A simple past B simple past ' 

^mm^ ask qpzgBs q^is^BDs 

(§}mwQ^ hit ©eq^ ©E^gBSb 

QmmQ^ close Oes& SESD^BBa 

Both variants may be heard in the speech of educated speakers^ 
although variant A is preferable. 



Most other variants of past tense forms are non--standard. They 
include |^S3 for 38^ , •drank*, 8i®3 ^forSgas , 'was', and others. 
In some areas of the Kandyan highlands the past tenses of all 
Class 1 verbs conform to a pattern other than the one which has 
been set out above and show no vowel change from present to past. 
Since these forms are low prestige forms, however # they occur 
infrequently in conversations with non-native speakers ^ 

2. 48 Forms based on the past tense 1 the past verbal adjective . 

2.481 Us_e_ 



The past verbal adjective occurs in constructions which are sim- 
ilar to those in which the present verbal adjective occurs. 
It precedes the noun it modifies. EKamplesi 

§0 Qi^m Bm £)© # The visa I obtained . 

®® goQm cdS, The village where 1 was born . 

mtSiB g83. Broken pots. 



2.482 Formation of the past verbal ad j active form . 

The past verbal adjective is formed by replacing final cp3 of 
the simple past tense form with ^ . EKamplesi 
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go 


C)c5 


come 




see 




get 




broken 


fry 





simple past form pas t verbal adj ective 

2,4 83 The past verbal adjective with Sm , 'becauae'. 

Like the present verbal adjective the past verbal adjective 
oeeura in eonstructions with ^C33 'beQause'* EKamplesi 

©0Dds)c33 # Beeause the gentleman went * 

®3 gS5 s)^QB Se^ . Because 1 broke the pots. 

98 qp©38!5)3©B Qeg^o So3. Because I was born in America, 
Examples of past tense negative forms with Sc33 are given below* 

9^rfoe53 8®eJ zseS 8ct * Because the gentleman didn ' t go* 

9® §53 s)eQ©B ^^8 8t33. Because 1 didn ' t break the pots* 

99 qp®98s)3©8 gogerf ©e8 Scjj* Because I wasn ' t born in America* 

Note: There are some other Sinhala verb forms which are derived 
from the past but which ar.e not discussed in this section. They 
include the 'when' form and the 'even if' forms which are taken 
up in sections 2.8 and 2.9. 

2. 5 The Infinitive Fotfm 
2, SI Use 

2*511 The infinitive form is used as the request form: 

g^ro^®* Please sit down, 

©^qd csrf®. Please go home, 

^a® mSn^ Please eat. 
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Request forms ara negated by adding the word et» , 
mmmm ficM. You shouldn't shout, 

ocnqd aam fioj . Please don't go home. 

Q^d QS^m eoo. Don't drink the water. 

2.512 Infinitives may be the objects of other verbs: 
S® sari's csaDs, I am going to bathe, 
83 md ffl)^® fiffiSj, I am coming to eat. 

®0 miB mdfm Bmi mi, I don't want to eat, 

Qqd ©Sj^s) Sa, Can't drink water. 

2.513 When the infinitive is followed by the question marker e , 
It has the meaning "Should (I) do something?." 

38 e3G®3 gd^ffi q? Should I write like this? 

©EDO adis) q? Should I go tomorrow? 

2« 52 Formation of the Infinitive Form 

The formula for the infinitive form is verb stem plus rfffl . Some 
dialects have variants with dfB and ^0 Examples i 

^erb stem Infinitive 



C3- 


go 




€)- 


oome 


fiis^ (Me, a^o) 




eat 






bring 






give 




mo- 


cut 






do 




®5»0 


pound 





ERIC 
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©© €3^0 5g 39 Having given the money, I got the 

goods . ( gave the monay and got 
the goods) 

s)©§ Bm^ iqC^S qScS mm. Having closed the shop^ the 

ahopkeeper went to Kandy^ (The 
shopkeeper closed the shop and went 
to Kandy) 

In English, events are often sequenced with and . For examples 

I went and got it* 

He took a bath and went to bed, 

I am going to the store and buy some fruit* 

Flour the fish and fry it. 
It is also possible to say 

Having gone, I got it. 

Having taken a bath, I went to bed. 

Having gone to the store, I'll buy some fruit. 

Having floured the fish, fry it. 

Although the second renditions are less frequent in American English 
and may seem somewhat awkward, they literally translate the forms 
which appear in Sinhala, In Sinhala sometimes several events are 
sequenced in this fashion. For example 1 

9® mo^^ ^05, 0m^6 8i^^, Having eaten, having bathed, having 

Sqsoirf^ 8c^» gone home, I went to bed. (I ate, 

bathed, went home and went to bed) 

This "having" foon is called the participle. The participle may 
also be joined with forms of the verb Seesa&'be', to form, perfect 
tenses. For example: 

Sa a SgeO^ S®c3»&. ^ see" that movie. 

£)c33 qGBSmBO Hi Seca©^. has gone to America. 

®® 0 SgeScJ qzffiffl agaa, ^ had mm^ that movie. 

ec33 ?©S8^B0 mg S§a3, "® had gone to America. 
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2 # 6 1 1 1 Present perfect f orms 

The participle plus 8gc3S)Dd , 'beS has the meaning 'have done 
something, * Examples i 

BB Cf©S8ssE)0 SStfffl B^earo^ ^ I have gone to ^erica. 

©8 S8 ®d mQ S^eapSi * I have eaten milk rice. 

93 ©as^ ©qz^^ 8c3C3 3®c5^^# I have written two books. 
These forms are present perfect forms. 
2*6112 Past perfect forms 

The participle plus Sgaa , 'beCpast)*^ has the meaning 'had 
done something. ' EKamplesi 

BB qQBSmBQ 88(Jq5 8gS)3 * I had gone to America. 

BB 88 mQ2 8§©3* I had eaten milk rice. 

38 Q^ma gaea S|^j , I had written two books. 

These forms are past perfect forms. 

2.612 The participle alone as a finite verb . 

Sometimes the participle stands alone as the finite verb. It 
has a perfect sense and occurs primarily with third person 
subjects. 

m^euidiQ qi€ flPid©?. The office has opened now. 

c^ioig m^emSdiQ ^0 tmm * The post office has closed now. 

2.613 Negative ^ interrogative and emphatic forms with the 
perfect . 

Perfect forms may be made negative, interrogative # negative/ 
interrogative and emphatic by applying the appropriate formulas 
(outlined in 2.1 and 2.3) to the auKiliary Be^sDi , 'be». No 
change is made in the participle. 



53 

19 

EKLC 



Slnhala Structures SmHALA 



2. 614 Durative and continuous forms with the participle , 



ERIC 



With animate subjecti the participle confines with forms of the 
verb S^^Ba , 'be'^ to make formi which are durative (and sometimes 
continuoui) in medning. For example i 



I'm married, (I'm married now and 
I continue to be* ) 

I waB residing in Colombo, (l 
started living there and continued 
to do BO for some time, ) 

Look at (in the direction of) the 
gentleman* (Start doing it and 
keep on doing it,) 




KANDY LAKE WITH TEMPLE OF THE TOOTH IN DISTM^CE 
2,62 Formation of the participle , 
2.621 Class 1 verbs 

The formula for the participle for class 1 verbs is verb stem 
plus , Examples, 



simple present 
ac3®^ cut 
©05503 see 



verb stem 



participle 
aoQa 

Sea 
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alinpla pre sent 
2.622 Class 2 verbs 



make 
cook 
run 



verb stem 
S3 



participle 

aBc5 



The formula for the participle for class 2 verbs is verb stem 
minus 4 plus , 



simple present 
2.623 Class 3 verbs 



get cut 
get broken 
understand 
fall 



verb stem 



participle 



The formula for the participle for class 3 verbs is altered verb 
stem minus Q plus c^C3 * 



simple present 

8Ss)33 measure 

S^JDtb fry 

S^^Qd brush 



verb stem 

®e5 



participle 



2.624 Participle forms of irregular verbs 



The participle forms of the high frequency irregular verbs 
which appeared in 2*44 are given below. Note that not all the 
forms below are irregular. 



participle 



simple present 

g^aSs be (animate) 

8©da03 be (inanimate) 
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iimpla present 


participle 




become 






do 






give 






get 






go 






come 






bring 






eat 


TOQ3 




drink 


833 




^ U ^ f ± S W w 






smear 


03 Qa 




plow 


®Q3 


^35)03 


bathe 


©303 


Ll 9 form or 


participial 


adiectlve 



2. 71 Use 

Like the other adjectival forms derived from verbs which have bean 
discussed previously in Sinhala Structures ^ the g form modifies 
a preceding noun* Examples 1 

gOgsf ©qg eoqd The house (which has been) made 

' with wood. 

©E^g Stf Fried meati meat which has been 

^ fried . 

BB Sisg The rice I have measured . 

^iBSp mS The trees which have been cut . 
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Like the other adjeotiveii the g form occurs in construction with 
Bm , •because'. Examples i 

to5 ©cnqd Kqg mm. Because he has built the house, 

Bim^ Bm^ Because mother has measured the 

rice* 

The formula for the negative of the above forms is participle 
plus miB * 

Sg33 ©cDqd ^^ffl mzB mm. Because he hasn't built the 

~ ^ house* 

^Bik BimQ^ miB mm. Because mother hasn't meas ured 

the rice* 

The participial adjective also figures in the formation of a 
'when' form which is discussed below in 2,8 

2.72 Formation 



EKLC 



2.721 Class 1 verbs . 

The formula for the g form of Class 1 verba isi participle 
form minus plus g . Examples i 

participle g form 

s>^Qr cut aag 

S)Qq3 break siSg 

make, seq 
build ^ 

SC(5 Bee Sgg 

2.722 Class 2 verbs* 

The formula for the g form of Class 2 verbs Isi participle 
form minus sd plus 80 . EKamplesi 

participle ' g form 

BidQti fall BjSSe 

mQ& get cut s)eB8q 

s)e8g3 get broken mSBQ 
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2.723 Class 3 verbs. 

The formula for tiim form of Class 3 verbs isi participle form 
minus ea plus g . Examples i 

participle g form 

wt^Q^i Clint) ®E©g 

©2^63 fry Siqg 

BiWQ^ measure BzmQ 

^Z^& brush BiCQ 

2.72 4 Irregular verbs 

g forms for the high frequency verbs which show irregularities 
in numerous forms are given below. 



iple present 


form 


y form 




be (animate) 


sag 




be (inanimate) 


S38q 




become 






do 






give 






get 






go 






oome 


flag 




bring 






eat 


®jg 




drink 






put, place 






smear 


rag 


mwB^ 


plow 


rag 




bathe 


»jg 
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2,8 The ' when ' forms 
2, 81 Use 

One 'when' form^ the mmQ form has been discussed above in 
2*331, It oontrasts in meaning with another 'when' form^ the 
9 form. Examples s 

^ 93 ©d5 ©KJqae^O^ t33rf oaSSS When I wash clothes^ I use soap, 

t> 33 Gd^ erfg^®, dq gDsOd t When I wash clothes (that is ^ 

after I have done so) , my hands 
get red, 

^ 33 (JpCbDO c5memQ^ cpmddrf^GDrf When 1 go to Sri Lanka^ I'll go 
c3§)D3 - by airplane, 

d 33 QomQQ Sc^3, oaSaiS® When I go to Sri Lanka^ I'll work 

^qo36®e§rf^©B BiQ ods)^ . for the Department of Agriculture, 



With B forms of the verb, the action in the 'when' clause 
precedes the action in the second clause. For eKample^ in 
sentence a above^ 'When I wash clothes^ my hands get red', the 
meaning is that the hands do not get red until after the clothes 
are washed. By contrast in sentence b, 'When I wash clothes, 
1 use soap', the actions are simultaneous, that is, soap is 
being used in the process of washing the clothes. Hence the 
©s^Oform is appropriate in the 'when' clause (see section 2,331 
for a detailed discussion) , 

2,82 Formation of the ® form . 

The formula for the 3 form is simple past tense form plus 3 



simple past 




3 form 




go 


8^3 3 




come 


?3^3 




fry 






cut 






do 
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2*83 Dialect variation 

In the speech of some speakers the formula for the 3 form is as 
follows I past verbal adjective plus k53 * Examples i 

past verbal adjective - 3 form 

8^ go 8g3co9 

^dO come cpi0®9 

mzQQ break o^gBaS 

^^gD cut ffi)2gScs8 

emdiQ do QmdiQmB 

2,84 An dditional ' when ' form . 

An additional 'when' form is built on the participial adjective 
and it differs little in meaning from the 3 forms described above. 
The formula for this form is: participial adjective ( g form) 
plus ®9 , 

participial adjective ( form, derived R form . 





come 






do 






fall 




3i<g 


fry 





2.9 The 'if forms 

There are a nur^er of forms and constructions in Sinhala which 
equate with the English 'if (I) do something.' Two types of 
equivalents are discussed below* 

2,91 A conditional form of the verb. 



If it rains tomorrow^ we can't go 
to Polonnaruwa, 
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The ' if ' forms in the sentences 
the verb. 

The formula for the conditional 
past form minus cpa plus . 

simple past 





go 


53 Da 


come 




do 




take 



If you were to eat this food, 
you would become sick, 

above are conditional forms of 

form of the verb Lm% simple 
EKamples i 

conditional 



Another conditional form based on the present stem occurs in 
Sinhala^ but it i^ not illustrated in General Conversation because 
it seems to be of low frequency in speech and therefore of minor 
importance. The formula for this form is present stem plus Qm^ , 
For example^ 39 amm^ , 'if I go, ' 



2,9 2 Basic forms of the verb plus ^8 , ' if ' . 

The English 'If (I) (am) doing something', may be expressed by a 
present form plus ®§ ^ 'if. Examples i 

G03(J (isS ^©S SedsOs S)S^ If there are coconuts in the shop^ 

30 Ba^Sim tell me. 

^3 ©^(5® ea^Bs ^^3^ BB m& If we go to Colombo, I'll drive 

hm figDrfs)®* the car, if you like. 

Past forms with mB are not semantically parallel to those of the 

present. They usually have the meaning 'If (I) had done something'. 
Examples: 

©03^ ©mS S5©S B^m S)8, 8® If there had been coconuts in the 

gBd ca^esS mi, shop, I wouldn't be going to Kandy. 

^3 9^g® Seas ^8, 3® bqS If we had gone to Colombo# I would 

6@qS&p have driven the car. 
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2.10 The -even if' form 

mwD etS ma ^€ma, ec53 Even if you prepare a plain tea 

G^m^ mi. (for him), he will not drink it, 

as Sc^sO gji eBOd, so Even if I send him letters, he will 

^GS ©q^©r^a, not give me the money, 

8® ma m^c, qM, Even though I prepared a plain tea 

tDc.. aS^B mz. (for him), he would not drink it. 

^^^^^ ®° Even though I sent him letters, 

t3m S^©5T mi. he would not give me the money. 

Examples of the 'even if form of the verb appear above. The 
formula for the 'even if form is simple past tense form minus 
^3 plus , 

2.11 The ' although ' construction . 

Examples of the 'although' construction which is very common in 
most normal communication appear below. The formula for the 
although construction is: simple past tense form of the verb 
plus D plus gBs) q . QB^m q ^ however, may be omitted. 



tc^^gtSQSff&g Bmt) QB^m q, Although he goes to school, he 

9©gd (5©G3©GDtf©rf mi^ doesn't learn English. 

©c3 QQWfiO mQt) mQmD q^ Although six people became ill, 

m^diBa Bidim^ m* no one died. 

Note that the tense of the entire sentence is determined by that 
of the main clause, 

2, 12 First person verb forms 

2.12.1 The t^mB form. 

The ^K)® form occurs only with first person subjects. It has 
a CO jltative meaning in that it announces an intention of per» 
forming an activity and at the same time requests leave to do so. 
For example: 

®9 3od^Og330 SdrffflS. I'll tell the gentleman, if you 

like. 



The addressee generally responds as follows i 
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John BB aodocaO BamB. i-ii tell the gentleman, if you 

like. 

Mary. emsqS. fiasO Bam. Good. Tell him. 

The formula for the formation of the sTaS form is verb stem plus 
®k9 . Examples: 



simple present 




verb stem 


form 




go 


c5 






come 


t 






tell 








do 


m6 





2.12.2 The § form 

Whereas the rfaS form may occur with first person singular or 
first person plural subjects, the | form occurs only wit!" the 
first person plural. It has the meaning 'lets do something.' 
The subject (^8 , 'we') may be stated or understood. Examples! 

SQodcsdf Sc^a Let's go see a movie. 

C®^ miB fflg. Let's eat breakfast. 

It may precede the question marker q . 

^? Should we go? 

®i C? Should we eat? 

The formula for the negative is eas plus a stem form of the 
participle plus c /"^ , 'let's stay/be. ' The literal translation 
IS 'not having done something, let's (just) be.' is the 

§ form of QiffflEb, 'be.' It is irregular. Examples: 

qp8 Qsa&Qi Let's not see . 

<f3 ©ffl33)3 gig. Let's not eat . 
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The formula for the | form is; verb stem plus | . Examples j 

verb stem i fgrm 

go c3 ■ "I 

see se Sel 

eat s) 
Two irregular forms appear below. 

simple present § jgrm 

rosfsOa take, get m8| 

gsfaSa be 0^1 

2.13 The 3 form 

The 3 form appears with second and third person subjects, usu- 
ally with the latter, and has the meaning ' (he) is likely to do 
something.' Examples-. 

Bradocij sOa C3. The gentleman is likely to come 

in the evening. 

€)c3j ©«f fifflO d3. He is likely to go to the show. 

The negative of the S form is similar to the negative | form. The 
formula is plus a stem form of the participle plus 

•Q§3 , 'likely to stay, be.' S§3 is the « form of QSHJtb 
•be'. Its form is irregular. Examples; 

«c33 Sm essacs g§3. He is not likely to see it. 

ec33 emmBa g^S, He is not likely to go. 

The 3 form may precede the question marker q . 

The formula for the 3 form is: verb stem plus 3 . Examples! 
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simple present verb stem 3 form 



fi^^ some e es 

od^Os do ad mdQ 



Scjatb say 8a 



be [irregular form] 

The 3 ^ form has a dialect variant with 5 , The rules for forming it 
are different, and it does not appear to be very common. Hence it 
is not taken up here. 

2*14 Special verbs 
2.14,1 G)iBB3 , 'like^* 



89 dOO miBBB. I like this country. 

90 ©8 aeBQaQO miBm mi. l don't like these vegetables, 

erf GQ^am miBS q? Do (you) like to drink tea? 

3omQ Q&^m^am miBB q? Do (you) like to study Sinhala? 

The word miBBS means 'like or like to ' ^ The actor is in the 
direct case. If there is an object/ it is in the dative case^ 
i.e./ 

BB dcOQOeO miBBQ. I like vegetables. 

An infinitive may also be the object of miBBB / i,e,^ 

SS mi^p dc53 &fS mi^B a^. He doesn't like to drink tea 

without sugar. 

Sentences with ^^©33 may be made interrogative by adding 
They may be made negative by adding mi . 

^^983 may be made past by adding , 
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2.14,2 QQBm , 'can' , and Si, ' cannot ' . 

gQOi , 'can' and Sa , 'can't', take actors in the dative case. 
Examples = 

®0 G^g® c3&m ggSg. I can go to Colombo* 

®0 D^£3odrfa gQBS. ^ ^sn work, 

SO a^ffidd'a g^SS. ^ can speak Sinhala* 

BD ©G)qd a^® Si* I can't go home, 

Bma^Q^D So^e mmmdam Qi, gentleman can't speak 

Sinhala* 

ggSi normally occurs in sentence final position, as above, but 
gQDrf may also occur there with no change in meaning, 

qqBB and ©2 usually occur with a dependent infinitive, EKamples 
6^0 m^m gQBS* He can plow, 

S)KidTO?0 D^^d Bc3Qgm QQtS, The gentleman can read the papers, 

mw^m BmdmmO ©5)^33 fl^i?) S|, The lady can't come here. 

Sentences with qq^S and S| may be made interrogative by adding, 
q * Before q , QQQm changes to 2qB^ and Si 'to Sz3 , Examples i 

Bmdfmc^O eSad B<^Qgm ggSrf q? Can you read the papers, sir? 

Oatfa^O ©^3(35)0 Qfj^jd Wm Can't you come before 12^00, 

father? 

Sentences with opDS and ffli may be made past by adding fSa / the 
past form of ©Datb , 'become. ' Examples i 

8d QSqa ®0 fM® gflB^ cs^j . I was able to come last Sunday. 

SO 3c! e^CjO ccd^m S^S cmo. I was not able to cook the meat 

well. 
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2,14*3 Bmi , ' want ' . 

S^i , 'wants takes an actor in the dative case. Examples: 

SO ©Oj^QBDca ffirf^coO c^tSb Ssi* I want to go to Colpetty junction* 

e^D G3^^Eg g93 Sc3C3 SgeSd 1 want to see the movie called 

Se^s Gehenu Lamay * 

SO S8 Srf m&m 1 v/ant to eat milk rice. 

Sentences with may be made interrogative by adding q * 

EKamples i 

S.^nrfacjaO Bf^3 ®c^^ ^? Does the gentleman want a visa? 

fldsO q^rf 90 gcsSdSg ©q^s Does he want to give me the docu- 

Bm q? ments now? 

They may be made negative by adding . Examples: 

Osrfa^O S3 ©of tmS Wwi mi» The gentleman doesn't want a milk 

tea. 

fiaaO ecoSc^Bg (s)tgm Bmi mi. He doesn't want to take the 

dociments , 

They may be made past by adding - EKamples i 

80 ©^8<fca^ drf'S) Bmi cm, 1 wanted to come by train* 

B^€m^O ©CDqdzS mq^^^m Wmi The gentleman wanted to build 

C^. a house, 

8^^ may be preceded either by a dependent infinitive or by a 
noun in the direct case. In sentences with dependent nouns only 
there is an alternate negative form with fitfj . is equival- 

ent to Wwi wi , 'don't want' and replaces the entire phrase. Ex- 

amplesj^ . , , . 

SO o8 fir33. 1 don't want any milk# i*e*, 

no milk for me. 

SO eqsSS gdS to^. I don't want any orange juice. 
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2,15 Negatives in Sinhala * some sumniary remarks and some 
additions . ~ ~ ^ 

At this point most of the negative processes and words which occur 
in Sinhala have been discussed in connection with the verb forms 
to which they apply. They include and its various forms, 9i 
and its forms, 6m and g®©93. The negative has been mentioned 

only briefly in connection with certain specific forms, A more 
detailed and general treatment appears below. 

The negative G^a , 

negates forms in dependent clauses such as the conditional 
form of the verb; 

©©P ©SbDjtfctCTrf^ BB S0~ If it doesn't rain tomorrow^ 

©saQBO c3S)D3^ I'm going to the Pettah, 

the *even if form: 

33 6c530 QmBBdd^ flaa ds)D3, Even if I don^t tell him^ he'll 

come, 

the 9 formi 

€)d3 QzQQ G^jScaaBj 33 oda When he doesn't go to work, I get 

eQmB^, mad, 

the QmO forms 

f!)(^3 B^S em^mdw^mQ^ m^C® when he's not working, he is 

adS)D3. playing. 

and others. 

It may also negate verbal adjective forms i 

3d Qmmm SSdg Sifad mDd* The people who don't eat meat 

eat eggs. 

mmQSi Qmma ^ed mgQ&!6iQB The women who didn't go to Colontoo 
g^wQ^ m are in our office, 

33 mmm^Q mc6 The house I haven't built, 

even if they occur in other 
types of constructions i 

§8 ©©qd QmmqQ Soj, Because 1 haven't built the house. 

These are the important principal uses of ©®3 , 
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2. 16 'It seems ' 

The particle Q means 'it seems S and it is added to basic forms 
of the verb* EKamples: 

Q^m tSe^ Qm^ SgoDe^rf It seems there is a good movie 

©ejrf^^Ds showing at the Lido, 

ficaa e© £3^8 8©c3©a Q. He evidently has money on him. 

When mi precedes q it becomes mi& . Examples ^ 

2© t3(55 2* He evidently has no money on him* 

mm6 SiiffQU^diGB QiQ It seems that he doesn't work in 

5)6^Q^ WzB the post office. 

Q may follow parts of speech other than verbs. For eKamplei 

ecai Bmdts^a^ They say he's the postmaster. 

mm&w^fjdf □* It seems that the gentleman is 

rich. 

2.17 Relationships among verbs 

2.17.1 Verbs with ©daBa , 'do' # and eO^Eb , ' become ' . 

There are a large number of verbs with mdm^ which are related 
in meaning to a similar set with ©B^Bs . They includes 

Sc5 od3)S3 scare Sea gD®^ fear 

od5)D3 subtract epg ^esDs be reduced 

Sarf S)ds)Eb remind 8©^ mBwQo remember 

S5dqd s)d^S3 bother ffld^d mQmB^ worry 

gSd ads)a finish ©Bd ©Bs)^ be finished 

2.17.2 Causative /non- causatlve sets 

Cauaative verbs are derived from basic verbs by adding 0 to the 
stem. Examples I 
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basic verb 



causative verb 



go 

do 

break 
eat 



make go, 
export 

cause to do 

cause to 
break 

cause to eat^ 
feed 



The following verbs also stand in a causative/non causative 
relationship, even though the initial consonants differs 



drink 



cause to 
drink, feed 



Other types of causatives involve other changes from the 
basic form^ 



SSaDs descend 

GcJs)^ bring 
qifffiOs know 
2.173 Active and passive 



let (someone) 
down, drop 
off. 



make known 



Some sets of verbs are active/passive. Generally^ the active 
verb belongs to elass 1 and the passive verb to class 2. EKamples; 



active 



cut 
do 

kill 



passive 



be cut 
be done 

be killed, 

die 



make 



be made 
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2.17*4 Complex verbs with cn^m&g and eqwOi 

Complex verbs are formed with m^wB^ and ^^©Dj . Examples 
appear below, 

form with form with 

basic verb m^mO^ c?q»)& 

^qsDs make ©c^smsTaSa ©pG^sDo 

GSDDca^Da search ©©atfsmrf®^ mmmQ^mB^ 

s)C35)Eb cut ^esffirfsOs 

There are a limited number of high frequency verbs which show 
these patterns. Generally the verb with ©tf^Oa means 'do 
something for oneself ' and the one with ©qsDa 'do something for 
others* ' Examples s 

BB GG5a^ mqimgms I built the house (room) for 

myself, 

BgBs ©G3drf ^qs^m. The carpenter built (us) a 

house. 

The eqsiBa form may also occur with a preceding participle with 
no change in meaning. For example: 

DQBs ©qea Qgm » The carpenter' built us a house. 

Sometimes verbs which are formed in this way have semantically 
specialized meanings. For examplei 

basic verb derived verb 

8c35)D3 say ic33®^^03 explain 

SgaBs see S^rorfsE)^ look after, 

care for. 



2,17.5 Summary note to the student 

The rules for deriving certain types of verbs (causative, passive, 
Gomplex) have scarcely been fully explained above. Furthermore, 
since many verbs do not show the complete array of forms which 
have been" discussed, it may not be useful for students to attempt 
to generalize the sketchy rules which have been presented. How-- 
ever the information here should demonstrate that Uiere are clus- 
ters of verbs which are similar in form and in meaning which can 
be remembered as sets* 
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2.18 The clause subordinator BaQi 

Seaea is a particle which follows certain types of subordinate 
clauses, usually those involving reported speech, ideas or names 
compare the following! 

'^8 tmd SSSs, ^eqid ^S^s. • i told him, "open the door." 

BB ficaO SSSj G^d ^8am Sac) . I told him to open the door. 

similarly 

ficJjGffirf cpffls^s), 'S)3 Q®5S)<?q?' Ask him, "what is your name?" 

fidjGfflrf ^osfs) wB mBim^q Ask him what his name is. 

This particle also marks the quotation of a name or word. For 
examplei 

mamaa m^mO ^3 Ba^sa Scm We call father's father siiva 
qp3 €imO ScjrfGsf ©CMtf qp^ BaQ^ . We call those things coconut branohes 
2. 19 Nguns derived from verb forms . 

One type of verbal noun is formed with the present verbal adjective 
plus m Hence, acSffl em , 'the doing.' These nouns are Class 

c nouns (see 1.23). Example: 

ac33 ada fifflO oSbffl^^ Sdrfe^? What do you say for what he is 

doing? 

Such nouns may be based on other adjectival forms of the verb 
as well. For examples 

©CM qz€ mdQ a^a ®®,o-4q Scarferf? what do you aay for what he has 

just done? 

ac33 GSidzB ara ©(J3 m. What he did was not easy. ' 
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3. Demonstratives and Intarroqatlves 
3. 1 The adj ectives 

Demonstratives and interrogatives fall into sets. The adjective 
set appears below. 

gg this, these 

that over there, those 

that near you, those 

g that which we have previously 

referred to; those 

©25»3, s^s) which 

These adjectives precede the nouns they modify. For example : 

®§ ®B)et3(JsroS. These bananas. 

q!d ©fflrfocM. That gentleman over there. 

ae3 BeaSesSg. Those documents near you, with 

you. 

0 QjQ^ That work (we were talking about) 

©033 DjQ, e®3Bi goScsBc. which work; what documents. 

They need not directly precede the noun they modify, however. Other 
adjectives may intervene. For example i 

©S e^S es)©a(jGmS. These cheap bananas. 

®saO ®a^ads. That short gentleman over there. 

ac3 ods) gcjBcaSg. Those old documents. . 

€ eiS. That new work. 

(smB Bit). eda What new work; what old documents. 

1^ f-* ^ *~2 
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The demons tratlvea which appeared in 3.1 may also funetion as 



3. 2 Pronouns 

3*21 The basic set 

The demonstratives which appeared in 3.1 may also function a 
pronouns , For exampla i 

©§ CDSrif This is a village. 

QzQeS That (over there) is a tank, 

3.2 2 The inanimate set 

The following words are also pronouns and refer to inanimate 
nouns. 

singular plural 

©§S) this one these 

?dS) that one qfd& those 

§£5) that one 8^ those 

€m that one those 

what one ©P^aroEb what ones 

emfm which one 

The demonstratives take case endings as follows i 

singular plural 

direct eS® 08D3 

dative ©Ss)0 mBtkO 

genitive ©§®ri ©S^©eJ 

instrumental m%Qm€ ©SOaS^ 



EKLC 



77 

7u 



Sinhala Struatures 



SmHALA 



EKamples i 

©io) ojSSS odrf©tf ©^aO What do you use this thing for? 

Cm e^SSS m6^m^ 38d ^ffidri©* you use it to grind chiHies, 

qpd^ asSSB m6iSQg mB^mQ q? What do you use those things for? 

503 Q^GmtS dma^0 They are a kind of medicine, 

t3rf5)d r^md BmmQ^ » O^ecS There are three newspapers* In 

QomQS eoE® a^mmB ^adoS them there is news from every part 

B^cJSDs* of Sri Lanka, 

E.-^O Bo^Q^ ©®D©4q? What do you call that thing near you? 

gBbo mama B8a m Scjc^^ "^J-^is gala . 



i The animate 


set 








animate pronominal 


set is given 


below* 




singular 






plural 






this 


person 




these people 




you 






you (pi*) 


cpdcaa 


that 


person 


^dea3g3 


those people 


6c33 


that 


person 




those people 



These are the words which appear most coirmonly in Sinhala as the 
equivalents of the English 'heS 'she' and 'they*. hm the 
translations above indicate, the words Scaa and ScaaQa serve as 
second person pronouns. 

The demonstrative animate pronouns show the case endings outlined 
in section 1.2* 

The Sinhala word for 'who, what person' is oQdE . Before q 
it is shortened as follows i ©§q . Its case forms arei 

direct ©gCdi) who 

dative GqO to whom 

genitive mQ(^ of whom, whose 

instrumental mQm^ by whom 
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With the adfiitiQn of a to any of its case forms, S5§dE takes on 
the meaniny 'evarybody. * Examples i 



direct m^did everybody 

dative mOd! to everybody 

genitive mGmdf of everybody 

instrimental mem^^ hy, from everybody 

3.24 Here and there 

Sinhala has the following location sets. 

oBow this place, this spot 

Simm that place near you 

^CiW that place over there 

do^ that place referred to earlier 

Gmu)m what place 

qBq^ here 

over there near you 

qpd©oJ over there, yonder 

there 

(smod! where 

eBm ■ this direction 

Sffls that direction 



The words in these seta have case forms as follows i 
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direct G®©^ ' GBm 

dative ©9oiJ0 ©BetfO ©S^iO 

genitive e®M ©Sed ©Scdd 

instrumental ©9oS^ ®S©®^ e©®®d^ 

3.25 The quantity set 

The quantity set is given below. 

oSSSd this much 

SSSd that much 

?8Sd that much 

SSSd that much 

^SiaSOd how much 
Examples 1 

©MSad S3 ©StoaDs q? How much milk will you drink? 

SO ®8e)d 602. Not that much for me. 

^geraSdiS ©SBSd ©C3^3p A water vessel is this big, 

©tsSgDif fifiDd ©C5^ ®2* A sembuwa is not that big. 

3.26 The * like this , . . like that ' set 

The following words pattern with the demonstratives and interroga- 
tives discussed in the sections above. 

©S)©.^® like this 

a®SD33 like that 

qfd©®® like that 

fi©»® like that 

em mm B how 
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EKamplasi 



SdSrta^ e»389 m6€Q€ Qmem^B In what manner (how) do you usa 

k coconut scraper? 



Is this how you pound with the 
pestle? 

Yes, Just like that (juit as 
you are doing. ) 

IB that so? (following a statement 
of fact, ) 

It is not like that, (following an 
inaccurate description of events or 
procedures. ) 



3,27 Pronouns i miscellaneoUB forms 

Most of the Sinhala pronouns belong to the demonBtrative/interroga^ 
tive sets. The first person pronouns ®® , 'I', and ?S , 'we», 
are exceptions. They show the following case forms i 



direct 
dative 
genitive 



8® 
Bed! 



instrumental ®©cn^ 



I 

to me 
my 

by me 



we 

to us 
ours 
by us 



The reflexive pronoun , 'hls^ her own, their own*, 1^ also 

an exception. Its case forms arei 



direct 
dative 
genitive 



a®rfO 
©®^®d 



instrumental s®tf©G)rf 
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Examples i 

e^C3 a®^®^ miB They prepare their own food. 

tDc33(5 mBmBama miB m^m^mfh , They each prepare their own 

food. 

In the latter example aSoSrir , a reduplicated form of the 
reflexive pronoun appears. It has the meaning 'each his own, 
eaoh their own. ' 

3.28 A note on terms of address and reference 

The choice of a term of address is a matter which is discussed 
in General Conversation . The simple fact is that there is no 
neutral second person pronoun which is appropriate for all people 
at all times in all places. This helps to explain why the Sinhalese 
often avoid second person pronouns entirely and choose such terms 
as madam or sir or address people by name or occupational role 
instead. 

Terms of reference present similar problems in many instances. In 
the case of women, for example, the term ©®^»3 BmtSm^ , •madam', 
is only appropriate as a term of reference for those of an 
elevated social, educational or occupational station* Since the 
term for woman ( ) is in its singular form considered insula- 

ting, women are generally referred to as 'this person' or 'that 
person' (©Beaaand fic^ among other terms) and not as 'this woman' 
or »that woman.' The term , 'women', is not similarly atig-^ 

matized, although in the traditional sectors in the society the 
circumlocution SDQrf q^c5 is commonly used. This term literally 
means ' thor^e who have received rebirth. ' Better educated women 
point out that this term is implicitly pejorative, since It reflects 
a belief linking demeritorious acts in previous births with being 
a woman. 

By the same token the term Sg^ , 'man', though not rude is not 
deferential either and is better rendered by English 'guy'. Its 
plural, 3StJg , means 'people' not 'men' in the narrow sense. For 
the latter the Sinhala is eSS ^0 , 'men, males, boys.' 

In the traditional sectors of the society ^c^&D and gdzsc^a , elevated 
terms for 'wife' and 'husband* respectively are nearly universally 
avoided. Women refer to their husbands by circiamlocution* Terms 
such as Qm^a mgrn , '(my) son's father', are coimonly used. 
Educated people who know English profess to find these habits 
quaint but are no more comfortable with the elevated terms. They 
sometimes use the English terms instead. Traditional terms for 
'wife' include S^^^ grf® 'married one' and ©oqd M&mm^ , 'the 

□ne in the house, ' 
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4, Postpositions 

Postpositions in Sinhala are functionally similar to English 
prepositions, . eKcept that whereas English prepositions occur before 
the word they govern, Sinhala postpositions occur following the 
word. Postpositions occur in construction with nouns , and some 
occur in construction with other parts of speech as well. When 
in construction with nouns / many of them govern specific cases ^ 
generally the direct case. Examples s 



Sinhala 


English 


Usual case of noun 




on top of 


direct 




under 


direct 




above 


dative/ ins trumental 


C3fO(5 


ij e A WW 


u.atJLve/ Alls uxUiU^n wa± 




near 


direct 




about 


direct 




like 


direct 




only 


direct 




from 


genitive 




before 


dative/ ins trumental 




after 


dative/instrumental 




more than 


dative 


l©ca / 'more than ' . 






' more than ' ^ occurs 


with preceding 


nouns in the dative 



case to form the equivalent of the English comparative. Examples i 

€(3020(30 BjB©d ocj^di More than vegetables/ fruit is 

..v^h^r' - eKpenslve, (fruit is more expensive 

than vegetables*) 

qfd ©©qdO BzS®c3 ©§ ®K<d ©03^3. This house is bigger than that 

house. 
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5.1 - 'also, too' 

The particle ^® , meaning 'also', is added to words ending in a 

vowel. For words ending in a consonant, ^ grf is added. 

Examples i 

^8 ^SSh©^ ^rfaaO BqiSqiS 3^3 We call mother's father sllya. 

jS m6mQ^ m&mO^ Ba^Q^ Sca^ We call father's father sliya too. 

€^ m^&ts^i6iQ0 Soa * He went to the office, 

fiastf m^G^diQD 8^3 # He also went to the office. 

Q)rif Q^tSm^ Give rice* 

Gqrf®. Give rice too* 

90 og9^ Qe§©3. I got a letter, 

SOrf gg®z5 G^i^s* 1 also got a letter. 

S. 2 ^* *d;/ 'or' , 

In interrogative sentences means 'or'. 

Examples I 

©Sa^ScaO cM^^a^^ &mim Badfaeas 1b it the lady or the gentleman who 

q 3^tfac3D teaches this class? 

Bed^ q o^m S^rf^c^eiS q? Mine or the lady's? 

g)g(tCD3c3Sf q aSScs^ q? Is this a water vessel or a rice 

pot? 

€m ©3 q Vidq q? Is it right or wrong? 
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5.3 Thm 'and' particle 

There is no single word in Sinhala for 'and' as there is in 
English* In Sinhala 'and* is eKpressed by a particle which 
follows all nouns to be linked. 

If the nouns to be linked end in vowels, the 'and' particle 
takes the shape 3 , Examples i 

QtmB gBS, The son and the daughter 

Bm^Bc^Q ®®3, The gentleman and I 

If the nouns to be linked end in consonants , the 'and' particle 
takes the shape c3 * Examples i 

§grif Bcj5^ ®eDd®^c5^3 ©ddrf S^Q3 A gentleman named Brown and a 
9s)rfs©ca^3- gentleman named Herath. 

mifSq^S 88c3q3* A spoon and a knife, 

5.4 The emphasising particle 3 

In equational sentences (the type x is yj with adjectives in 
the 'y' slot, the emphasizing particle 3 occurs* BKamplesi 

©8 CcRq (5)93. These vegetables ,are cheap* 

compare t 

©§ ga® ©cBq* These cheap vegetables* 

and 

©§ ©eSQ (33® ^? Are these vegetables cheap? 

This particle is also added to definite forms of numerals occuring 
in sentence final position. Examples i 

6^^bqS diBoi ©qs)3. Two rupees a pound* 

©cJdzDif mi^miomQ. 750 a measure* 

C3eSe8 fiad ©S)3 £3S)eD3. ^m^^^m Rb, 1*50 a packets 500 each. 

©&^0 qp03 BtJu3* ©BosB HpQ3* The time is 8i20; the time is 8i00, 

Note that in some quantity phrases such as the last two examples 
3 may appear on two numerals (one of them non-fin^l) in a com- 
pound phrase* Such cons true tlons are examples of c5 as the 
'and' particle (see above). 
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It is also added to other quantity words which occur in sentence 
final positioni 

®^ S)^Grf qS^O fla fSgddS. They eat rice once a day, 

g8(^D qg^ qpO m^6B, It is 8i 30, 

^zO^ Bad3. It is only 600* 

It may occur with emphasized words in emphatic sentences i 

m(SiQ £3d38S m6^^^ ®®®»33. This is how you use the plow. 

9® D^Q md^Q^ &m^MWB, It is in Colombo itself that I 

am now working. 

In the environments discussed above^ 3 does not occur after 
consonants . Compare i 

dgE)Q esrtrf* The vegetables are expensive. 

with 

©sBq The vegetables are cheap. 

3 may also occur after gflB^^'aanS and miBB , 'llkeS in 
sentence final position. EKamplesi 

SS q3Q5 e^^w miBBQm 1 like to drink it with sugar. 

80 BajQ^^m ^qQB 6 I can eKplain. 

5.5 The emphaaiging particles and ® . 

The particles and B may single out a word in the sentence 

for emphasis. EKamplesr 

®?D^ac33 s)8 s)rf®afdeDO 8c33, ®3 it was the gentleman who went to 
CDod the office. I didn't go, 

SO I5)§ Bmm mi» I myself do not remember. 

qpOQ® qf^csg Come back precisely at 8:00* 

When ® appears at the end of the sentence it becomes ®3 , Examples 

©S geget^ q^qBBB^ It was in Sri Lanka itself that I 

was born. 

€>c33 ^cpjeg qf3©8 qpaOS3. He came back precisely at Si 00. 
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5.6 The particle ffi8# 

The particle mB oacurB in the following types of constructions: 

^3 * * . , , *or ' * 

The word 5)3 means 'or', or ' either, or ' , anc3 like the 'and' 
particle^ it follows all words to be linked. For examplei 

qB ^^^^ BqB^ ©8^ ©roSrf This water comes from an oya, 

©8 Bzt)Bt^ mSm from a river or froin a tank* 

b, ©3 with question words* 

5)8 is added to question words to form the following types of 
new meanings* 

(smQtS where emQ^ mS somewhere or 

other 

QmomB how mmmmB ©3 somehow or 

other 

5.7 The particle BtS 

Like ^3 the particle is used with question words to form 

the following types of new meanings, 

^me^ where 0mQ^D& anywhere 

somewhere 

0S)3©g53® how mmew^BB^ anyhow 

somehow 

It is also found in constructions which parallel those of 
k3 , , * m3 above, 

fioaS^ BBQfS mIq'^ miB Neither he nor I is going. 
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6, Numerals and quantity 
6. 1 Cardinal numarals 

Cardinal numarals have both animate and inanimate forms. For 
eKample? 



There are three younger siatera. 
I gave him three rupees. 



Animate cardinal ntimerals either modify or substitute for 
animate nouns. Inanimate numerals either modify or substitute 
for inanimate nouns. For example i 



eoadS * 



Four older siaters. 
Four (animate beings) * 
Four boxea. 

Four ( inanimate things) 



Both animate and inanimate numerals have definite and indefinite 
forms. In basic santenoe types (that io^ non-emphatic sentences) 
numerals and other quantity words as well generally appear in 
the indefinite form. When numerals and other quantity words 
occur as the emphasized items in emphatic sentences or when they 
are part of a noun phrase which stands along as an utterance^ 
the definite form appears* Compare the following; 



Eight laborers came to the meeting 

It was eight laborers who came to 
the meeting. 

How many laborers came? 

Eight. 



©§ a3®8 ©tDqdD^ t3w€S ^mS S®dsE^i There are fifty five houses in thi 

village. 



How many houses are there? 
Fifty-five. 
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When the quantity phrase has a clearly definite meaning, i.e*., 

•the laborers' aa opposed to 'laborers' or is modified by one 
of the demonstratives, the definite form may appear In non-^final 
position. For examples 

QiQm6&a^ (^Q &qm% tfdDSO ^s&. The eight laborers came to the 

meeting. 

0 ^^mo^ cDO)d Gq»3 oB® Gffiqd Those four older slstera are 

Q^^tk' still at home. 

Compare the followingi 

©SDtfqdg mmd Q^emS m^&nidiQQ There are four gentlemen in the 

. office. 

ff BmtX^6l mm6 oc^m^B 9©§S qrf©rf Those very four gentlemen do not 

^2* know .English, 



The interrogatives mod , 'how many' (inanimate), and 
'how many' (animate)', Introduce queBtione concerning quantity, 
©s^SDd , 'how much, how many', may be substituted for either, 
although it is more common with inanimate subjects. Examples 2 

^dgOc ©onSeesf Smqem^ BgS How many farmers are working in 

®dai& q? the fields? 

gejSdSg Sc5z5 8©c3aD5 q? How many documents are there? 

Qmi}Qd ©Boa amO^ q? How much time does it take (go)? 

Questions concerning price, age and time are introduced by the 
interrogative^ Se3 (q) , 'how much'. Examples 1 

©Be^D 3c^ q? What time is it? 

ChdmQS S&3 q? How much is" a pound? 

B&5t3 q? How old are you, i.e., what is 

the age? 

'At what time?' is expressed by in the dative case. 

®eD^ac33 SeaO q 6^©^? At what time are you coming, sir? 

Quotations of time appear in the definite form followed by 
the emphasizing particle 3 
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Examples i 

gSqsD Sc3 e? What time is it? 

fGScaB) It is 8^00. 

(gSqdB) ^03 BdaS. It is 8^20. 

(©Se3D) (?0 m^dS. It is 8^30* 

( ©3(330 ) ©^5)0 a^sgS. It is quarter to 2. 

•a:; a particular time* is expressed with the numeral in the 
dative case. Examples i 

a^ssJdzD ^Sm^S Sc30 q? At what time does the office 

open? 

€m $0 ©BsdO cp-35)03. It opens at 8i30. 

ffiaO qp35)D3, It opens at 7^00* 

m ^B^imS qpOO. It is at 8i00 that it opens. 

Prices are generally quoted as follov/s: 

sSeSkiQ mo ^? How much is eggplant? 

da^og^ odeO y^S* 6 5* a pound. 

Amounts of money a- : commonly quoted in indefinite quantity phrases; 

^(Jg ^rSm% q? How much money did you pay? 

®® d^BcacJ ®S)gK>^ , I paid Rs, 40- 

With the word ^idc5 , 'time, occurrence % a stem form of the 
numeral precedes, 

£)o33QD qOttO ^i6a^ ®^ otB3 . They eat rice twice a day. 

mit a&SD Scjog^®^ ^rf tazddS* He explained how to go three 

times. 

This stem form also appears with ordinal numerals which are 
discussed below. 
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Definite and indefinite forms of animate and inanimate numerals 
appear below. 





Animate 




Inanimate 




Definite 


Indef initfs 


Definite 


Indefinite 


1 










2 










3 










4 






®®d 














6 


rocs GC^3 








7 






CD® 




8 










9 










10 




Gc;©S)^ 






11 




















12 








13 










14 






qj^ad 




15 










16 










17 








q3®s^ 


18 










19 










20 
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Animate 



Inanimate 





Definite 


Inflef inite 


Definite 


Indefinite 


21 














22 










- _j 


23 






8Sr|sf 








24 




$ ©^5)3 








^4 *A 


25 






33 








26 


BSoDrO 










BSs)drif 


27 














28 


3S^0 




3S^ 0 




BS^O 




29 














30 










31 




©q^3 










32 










All other nuinerals in 
twenty series except i 


the thirty series follow 
bhat appears instead of ^ 


^ pattern of the 


40 














41 










42 











All numerals in the forty series follow the pattern of the twenty 
series except that ssqcJ appears instead of Sfi. 



SO omd(3^m owtSQc^QW^ 
52 ns^tjGqrf^a owd&r^^mm^ 



All numerals in the fifty series follow the pattern of the twenty 
series excapt that owtS appears instead of BS. 
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Animate Inanimate 
Definite Indefinite Definite Indefinite 

60 S)£0Gqs3 !3ED®q®5id ffljD ^^Off 

All numerals in the sixty series follow the pattern of the twenty 
series except that to^O appears instead of Bt5, 

All numerals in the seventy series follow the pattern of the twenty 
series except that Wi^m appears instead of Off* 

80 ^^Gc^m ^geqe^d ^gO qpgCi^ 

81 ^gdc^ (sqm2 ^gfi^ ^qrf©^^ ^H©^ q^gfl^rf 

82 qpgeqrfaa ^gGqrf©®}^ epge^E^ qpge^^sf 

All numerals in the eighty series follow the pattern of the twenty 
series except that TO appears Instead of 3«* 

90 qpg©e;^3 ^ge^ei^sf qpgD ^gDrf 

92 qpQGqrf^ cfg©qrf©5)^ ageqs) q^g©^©^ 

All numerals in the ninety series follow th^ pattern of the twenty 
series except that ?Q appears instead of BS. 

101 &!S)Ba&S GqK3 fls)Sc55S ©qOT^ fl®3d€?£s €aS^ifis)fif 

For the rest of the numerals in the 100+ series flaSca- ^ '100% 
is prefixed to the numerals to 99. 
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Below are the prefixes for the additional hundred series to 1000. 



200 


G(*:rJcJ 


300 




400 




500 




600 


fflcJUcJ 


700 




800 




900 


m@Ba 



They precede the numerals to 99 in eKpressing quantities to lOOO. 

The stem form for lOOO is fi^qad , This is prefiKed to the numerals 
of the 900 series in expressing the years of this century* 

fl^^d 5)33ca SeJcoS. One thousand nine hundred and 

twenty* 

isfqatj mBBo mzOowQ, 19 65* 

S^^jd 3)BQq cs^daiqpOS. 19 78* 

To eKpress 'in such and such a year'^ the final numeral is put 
in the genitive case and optionally followed by q ^ 'during'* 

fiz^ptJ wB8z3 ©zOeetf* In 19 65* 

ez^ptJ bBBo m^mwea SS I came to Sri Lanka in 19 77* 

BB gpQQ^ ^aptS nBBa mmQtS i was born in 19 46, 
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6 , 2 Ordinal numerals 

Ordinal numerals from 1-^10 are given below. 



1st 




2nd 




3rd 




4 th 


0D6)d©OS 


5th 




6 th 




7th 




8 th 




9 th 




10th 





Ordinal numerals are formed with the stem of the numeral plus eOS , 
The stem form is the one which precedes m^m in animate numerals. 
Ordinal numerals precede either animate or inanimate numerals 
with no change in form* EKamplesi 

t5i6mB^S Sb©d cO©QS^. The eighth day of September, i.e.^ 

September 8. 

^G'OrftJq B^QtS 8SSrf©5Sq3 * The twenty- first day of August^ i.ej 

August 21, 

©qsOS cod. The second road, 

^.^©DS gos . The third son. 
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7* Word boundaries 

The writing conventions in Sinhala are fairly straightforward in 
general. Spaces generally appear before and after inflected 
forms of nouns and verbs as well as before and after other parts 
of speech such as adjectives^ postpositions and adverbs* Conven- 
tions differ in some instances^ for^ example, in the addition of 
some particles to other parts of speech, in writing numerals and 
in writing compound verbs. For eKample^ 

&moB q®3 Soaig qrfoEb The ambassador evidently knows 

Sinhala, 

SS ©cjZ^S* Twenty- two, 

fDcjapa qd^a^ fflQ ejaSSS mdrntj^ ^ They are using the rotary quern* 



t3c.?5^ arf<trfdE®B O^S s)ds)& . They are working in the office. 
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8. Spelling 

Sinhala words are generally spelled as pronounced, but some sounds 
are represented by more than one letter. For example, and 0^ 

both represent /n/; 0 and g both represent /I/ and Q and 0 
both represent /lu/. Sometimes words are spelled both ways, 
and sometimes there is a preferred spelling. When in doubt, consult 
a dictionary* EKamples of these particular spelling variations 
appear below in the place names along two major railway lines. 



24 

18 5^C5S5<3*Crf®^ 



19 



15 ^€)tDmmm^ 
13 do qiG^ 



BtQ 17 
CO^Saca 16 



^®gD^© 12 

^ ^ ^^^^ ^®W3tf®tf8 



11 E55^D»5| 

10 ®ddc»^' 



®ia3®a^^S^c3 2 

lOldcOsfa 6 
|®4^SO<3 8 

f^Qom 11 
®3dgO 13 

'd®ro3Sccss? 15 




eas^gd 18 



21 ©3^2 



24 |®5cs 

S7i0q®©O3Q ^effi) II 

26 c^tfi asaatf 
27 Siaad^ 



-from Ceylon Government Railway timetable 
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Nurnerous other spelling variations occur in Sinhala,- mostly in 
connection with borrowed or learned words. For example^ both 
A- and te? represent /s/; both ^ and i-- represent /y/ and many 
words which are pronounced with unaspirated consonants have a 
correct spelling with letters from the aspirated set. These matters 
are not treated in any detail here and are best taken up in 
connection with the study of the conventions of literary Sinhala, 

Some differences in spelling of what are essentially the same 
words do reflect differences in pronunciation and stem from dialect 
variation within the Sinhala speech community. For examplei 

Gmm(ziB^Q , Gffi3©33gcl stool 

cpd^j?8S, ^dsosSS father 

©r*].^ E^30, ©asrj ago coconut shell 

Finally^ this may be the place to remind students that Class D 
nouns such as ^ 'timeS which end in ^ have dictionary entry 

forms with -^^'^ , Hence/ s)32ca ^ 'time'. This is a convention 
from written Sinhala* 

9 * Style and dialect 

This book has reviewed some of the main features of spoken Sinhala 
structure. Written Sinhala has a different grammatical structure 
and alsO/ to a large eKtent, a different and expanded lexicon and 
is not dealt with here. This lexicon is borrowed into speech for 
certain social purposes, for example for speeches or formal lectures 
on cultural affairs. A student of Sinhala who intends one day to 
deliver such lectures , then, must master the appropriate formal 
lexicon. For a student with such objectives, the study of written 
Sinhala is an indispensible aid and guide. There are many synopses 
of written Sinhala structure available, most of them written for 
speakers of the language. Two which are written for students of 
Sinhala as a second language are Literary Sinhala t An introduction 
(1975) by D.D, DeSaram, and Literary Sinhala (1974) by J.W",~Gair 
and W,S, Karunatilaka (for further details, see the citations in 
the appended bibliography, ) 

Most students aim simply to understand the Sinhala which is spoken 
around them on the routine topics of daily life and work by employ-- 
ees^ colleagues and friends. They also aim to communicate with 
such individuals on the same topics in a stylistically appropriate 
manner. The style which is presented in this book has been adopted 
with these ends in mind. In working through Basic Sinhala , the 
vocabulary of the students will be expanded considerably beyond 
the material which is actually presented. It should be kept con-- 
sistent with the style presented here. Substitutions from 
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formal Sinhala should be avoided in favor of words which are in more 
general use. 

The Sinhala speech community is contained within a relatively small 
geographical c.rea^ and the population is highly mobile* Perhaps 
for these reasons, the community lacks deep dialect divisions* 
There is variation, of course, and the major differences have been 
noted at various points above* But for the most part, the Sinhala 
spoken in one area of Sri Lanka can be easily understood in 
another. 



10* Bibliographical references for the student and the instructor * 

The following resources are available for supplementing or con^ 
tinuing basic instruction in Sinhala, 

Carter, Charles, English - Sinhalese Dictionary ; Sinhalese 
19 36 English Dictionary , 2 volumes* M*D, Gunasenas 

(19 €5) Colonfio* " 

This is the basic bilingual dictionary. It has been through sever- 
al printings since Carter completed it in 1891, It contains a 
detailed botanical supplement. It is most useful as an aid in 
decoding since words from the full stylistic range are represented. 
It is less useful as an aid in encoding since stylistic alternants 
are not labeled or graded, 

Fairbanks, Gordon, J.W, Gair and M. W, S, He Silva, Colloquial 
19 68 Sinhalese , 2 volumes. South Asia Program, 

Cornell Universityi Ithaca, New York, 

This is an introduction to the Sinhala spoken by educated speakers 
in most normal communication. It contains thirty'-^six lessons in 
dialogue format with accompanying grammatical explanations and 
exercises. The first twelve lessons are in romanization; the 
remainder are in script* (First volume now unavailable, but 
likely to be reprinted. Contact South Asia Program, Cornell 
University, ) 

Gair, James W, and W,S, Karunatilaka, Literary Si^U-ala * South 

1974 Asia Program, Cornell Universityi Ithaca, New York^ 

This is a basic introduction to written Sinhala for the second 
language student* Fifteen lessons with texts and grammatical 
explanations , 

Saram, D,D* de, Literary Sinhala i An Introduction , Department 

1975 of Sinhala, University of Sri Lank^^, Peradenlya, 
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This is a basic introduction to written Sinhala for the second 
language student* Fifteen lessons with accompanying grammatical 
notes and eKercises. 
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FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS 
available from 

U, Governraent Printini Office, Washington, D, C. 20402 
and from 

Spoken Language Service, Inc, P, O. Box 783, Ithaca, R 14850 

(Spoken Language BetvicEi ogTE^B io supply the itemM 
bthw (mbkct to amilahHity) at current GPO prices 
when Inquiries indicate that ordering informatiQn was 
obtained from the Foreign Service Institute,) 

Contamporajfy Cambodian: 

Glossary $4.15 
Contemporary Cambodian: 

Grammatical Sketch $1.50 
^Contemporary Cambodian: 

Introduction $5.40 
*Con temporary Cambodian: 

Land and the Economy $4.30 
♦Contemporary Cambodian: 

Political Institutioni $4.30 
♦Contemporary Cambodian: 

The Social Inatitutions $5.10 

Dutch Readif $4.00 

♦Finnish Graded Resder $7.00 
♦French Phonology, Propammed 

Introduation $5.25 
French Phonology, Propmnmed 
Introduction (Initructor'S 

^nual) $3.00 
♦German: A Propammed 

Introduction $5.30 

Hindi - An Active Introduction $2.10 

♦Hungarian Graded Reader $5,80 

Indonesian Newspaper Reader $3.10 

♦Italian (ftopammed) Vol. I $6,70 
Italian^ (Rfopammed) Vol. I 

Instructor's Manual $4.05 
♦Readini Leo: A Proframmed 

Introduction $5.25 

Communicating in Poliih $3.40 
♦Portugu^: Propammatio 

Coulee, Vol. I $5.30 
PortUiuw: ftogrammatic Course 

(Instructor's Man,, VoL I ) $3.70 
Spoken Brazilian Portuguese 

(Units 148) $6.05 

*From Spanish to Portuguese $1.60 

Russian: An Active Introduction $2.10 
Spanish ftogrammatic Course 

(Instructor's Ktonual, Vol. I ) $1.75 
♦Spanish Propammatic Coume 

(StudentWorkbDok, Vol. I) $5,20 
Spanish ^opammatio Course 

(Instructor's Nbnual, Vol. II) $1.50 
♦Spanish Propammatic Course 

(Student Workbook, VoIJl) $6.65 

♦Swahili General Conversation $1.80 

♦Swahili Geopaphy $1.55 

Vietnamese Familiarisation Crse, $2.35 

♦Yoruba Intermediate Texts $3.40 



♦Amharie 


(Units 1^50) 


$5.65 


♦Amharic 


(Units 51-60) 


$6.00 


♦Saudi ^abie 


(Units 1-50) 


$3.65 


♦Cambodian 


(Units 1^5) 


$5.05 


♦Cambodian 


(Units 46-90) 


$5.25 


♦Cantonese 


(Units 145) 


^.65 


♦Cantonese 


(Units 16^30) 


$4.65 


♦Chlnyanja 


(Unite 1^3) 


$3.70 


♦French 


(Units 142) 


$5.75 


♦French 


(Units 13-24) 


$6,75 


♦Fula 


(Units WO) 


$5.50 


♦German 


(Units 142) 


$3,45 


♦German 


(Units 13=24) 


$4.35 


♦Greek 


(Vol. I) 


$5,50 


♦Greek 


(Vol. 11) 


$2.70 


♦Greek 


(Vol. Ill) 


$3.30 


♦Hebrew 


(Units 1-40) 


$6,75 


♦Hungarian 


(Units 142) 


$4.75 


♦Huniarian 


(Units 13-24) 


$5.80 


♦Kirundi 


(Units 1-30) 


$4,80 


♦Kituba 


(Units 1^35) 


$4.15 


♦Korean 


(Vol. I) 


$6.05 


♦Korean 


(Vol. II) 


$4.65 


Liao 


(Vol. I) 


$5.00 


Lao 


(Vol. 11) 


$4.35 


♦^rbo^Croatian 


(Units 1-24) 


$6.80 


♦Serbo-Croatian 


(Units 26-50) 


$7.10 


♦Shona 


(Units 1^9) 


$4.40 


♦Spanish 


(Units 145) 


$8.45 


♦Spankh 


(Units 16=30) 


$8.00 


♦Spanish 


(Units 31-45) 


$8.10 


♦Spanish 


(Units 46=55) 


$5.15 


♦Swahili 


(Units 1-150) 


$6.75 


♦Thai 


(Units 1=20) 


$5.60 


♦Thai 


(Units 21=40) 


$4.70 


♦Turkish 


(Units 1=30) 


$5.75 


Turkish 


(Units 31-50) 


$5.75 


♦Twi 


(Units 1-20) 


$3.00 


♦Vietnamese 


(Vol. I) 


$3.40 


♦Vietnamese 


• Vol. II) 


$2.95 


♦Yoruba 


(Units 1-49) 


$4.35 



Adapting and Writing Language 
Lessons 

From Eastern to Western Arabic 
♦Levantine Arabic: Introduction 

to Pronunciation 
Levantine and E^ptian Arabic 

Comparative Study 
♦Modern Written Arabic, VoL I 
Modern Written Arabic, Vol. U 
Modern Written Arabic, Vol, III 



$5.15 
$ .95 

$2.20 

$1.20 
$4.85 
$6.25 
$7.00 



Suppiiei of all materiaU listed art limited, and prices are subject io change without ad- 
uance notice. , Mules requite remittance in aduance of shipment. Cheek or money order 
should b€ nmde payable to the ^ency from which the texts are ordered. Postage stamps 
and foreign money atM not aeceptable, 

*7^pe recordings to accompany them courses are available for purchase from the Bahs 
Branch, National Audiovisml Center (GSA), Washington, D. a 2Q409. 
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